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Spanning the Distance 
We are working to develop opportunities to help us stay connected. 

 

 

Online Programs: Join us on social media (​Facebook Group​) for online speakers and                         
community partnerships. We will Zoom into the new program year with special guests. Our                           
instagram​ and ​twitter​ accounts will also provide information. 

Field Trips:​ Adventure out with Clearwater Audubon! Are you ready? ​Go to page 17. 

 
 

 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/213954165290043/
https://www.instagram.com/clearwateraudubonsociety/
https://twitter.com/clwaudubon


COMMUNITY SCIENCE ​ù½áʏìù½äoKìʐ

ʐ

First Recoveries of Birds Banded in Hammock Park 
Jim McGinity July 15, 2020 

After banding over 1,500 birds during the last 10 years in Dunedin's Hammock Park, we                             

finally have not one but TWO recoveries! The amazing part of this story is that the two                                 

birds that were recovered were banded in Hammock Park on the same exact day! It was a                                 

record day for us with 80 new birds banded and another 6 recaptures.   

I got word about a Gray Catbird being found dead in Chicopee, Massachusetts. It was                             

found dead (unfortunately) by Jeremy Labrie who owns a tree company.  Here's his story:   

ˬ ` őƓŊ î Źŭđđ űđŭƒıćđ îŊč Ɠđ Ɠđŭđ ƓőŭŀıŊħ îŹ űőŉđőŊđ˭ű ĭőžűđ îŊč ƓĭıŃđ ŹîŀıŊħ î˱ ˱ ˱ ˱ ˱ ˱ ˱ ˱ ˱ ˱ ˱ ˱ ˱ ˱ ˱ ˱ ˱

ŃžŊćĭ Ćŭđîŀ őŊđ őĦ ŉƕ đŉŪŃőƕđđű űîıčˆ ˬĭđƕˆ Źĭıű čđîč Ćıŭč őƒđŭ ĭđŭđ ĭîű î ĆîŊč őŊ ıŹű˱ ˱ ˱ ˱ ˱ ˱ ˱ ˱ ˱ ˱ ˱ ˱ ˱ ˱ ˱ ˱ ˱ ˱

Ńđħ˅ˬ ` ĭîƒđ Ŋđƒđŭ űđđŊ î ĆîŊč őŊ űžćĭ î űŉîŃŃ Ćıŭč˅ 6đıŊħ î ħőőűđ ĭžŊŹđŭˆ ` Ɠîű îŃŃ˱ ˱ ˱ ˱ ˱ ˱ ˱ ˱ ˱ ˱ ˱ ˱ ˱ ˱ ˱ ˱ ˱ ˱ ˱

đƔćıŹđč îŊč ƓđŊŹ őŊ Źĭđ Ħőŭŉ Źő ŭđŪőŭŹ ıŹˋ ¿žŪđŭ ćőőŃ îŊč ħŃîč ` čıč ŊőƓˋ ` ĦőžŊč ıŹ őŊ˱ ˱ ˱ ˱ ˱ ˱ ˱ ˱ ˱ ˱ ˱ ˱ ˱ ˱ ˱ ˱ ˱ ˱ ˱ ˱

ʹ˔ʵʷ˔ʵʳʵʳ˅ˬ˱

This was very exciting to know that some of the Gray Catbirds that we band in Hammock                                 

Park actually migrate up to the northeast part of the US. Not more than a week later, I got                                     

another report from the Bird Banding Lab about another recovery. This time, it was a                             
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Swainson's Thrush found dead outside Barbara Korte's house in St. James, Minnesota. It                         

had run into one of her windows.  Here is her story:   

"Unfortunately, it ran into a window and died on May 19, 2020. It was sad because it was a                                     

mated pair. When I picked her up and took her over to make a little grave for her the mate                                       

followed me. Not more than an hour later I found him near where she had lain dead.                                 

Perhaps he decided to leave in the same manner. It made me cry. I made an above ground                                   

honoring place and laid them together. I believe in the circle of life. They were gone the                                 

next day. Birds are my favorite animals. They sing my heart wide open. Thank you for                               

caring for them through your work." I reached out to both Jeremy and Barbara to tell them                                 

about our project, thank them for reporting the bands and to get details on their stories.                               

Barbara sent the photos below along with her story. 

 

According to the Bird Banding Lab, only about 1% of birds that are banded each year, are                                 

recovered by being found dead or recaptured by another bander (really uncommon). Every                         

recovery adds a piece to the migration "puzzle" that researchers are trying to figure out.                             

We now know that some of the birds that migrate through west central Florida go to the                                 

northeast and some go up to Canada through the Midwest. It also allowed me to connect                               

with two other bird lovers in other parts of the country. Without these people taking the                               

time to report their discoveries I would not have had this valuable feedback on our project.                               

I guess now I should go out and buy a lottery ticket since we had such good luck. 
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Banded Swainson's Thrush found in St. James, MN 
on May 24, 2020 

 

  
Close up of the band that I put on that bird's leg 7 months before. 

 

  
Two Swainson's Thrushes victims of window strikes 
laid to rest. 

 

 
 

 

JIM McGINITY is a biologist and environmental educator with a life-long passion for birds 

 

Raptors are Ready 
@​Moccasin Lake Nature Park 

MLNP is open for visitors and limited ​volunteers​. Please visit the raptors and show your                             
support for our dedicated volunteers who have remained loyal to the care and welfare of                             
these remarkable birds. Their support through this time of uncertainty has been constant. 
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https://www.myclearwaterparks.com/facilities/facilities-amenities-locator/moccasin-lake-environmental-education-center
http://clearwateraudubonsociety.org/citizen-sci.html


Fall Internships 
Current Internship Applications 

Our application process is underway and we are currently accepting applications. Please                       
notify us if your academic focus is biology, marine studies, ecology, or conservation.  
📧 cas@clearwateraudubonsociety.org 

 

AUDUBON FL ​jocj¥ocjùìʐ
7Ńıćŀ˰î˰űŹőŭƕ˰ĆđŃőƓ˰Źő˰ŃđîŭŊ˰ŉőŭđ˱
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mailto:cas@clearwateraudubonsociety.org
https://fl.audubon.org/news/gulf-mexico-drilling-moratorium-extended-10-years
https://fl.audubon.org/news/m-cores-meetings-week
https://fl.audubon.org/news/looking-back-2020-rooftop-nesting-season-and-looking-forward-winter-volunteer-opportunities


Thank you for your continued support. 
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estern 
anderings 

Glacier, Yellowstone and the Grand 

Tetons National Parks 

Birding the Montana 
Prairie by Gallus Quigley 
Our birding group arrived at the Billings             
International Airport in the early         
afternoon of July 10​th​. After some           
organizing and gathering of needed         
equipment we headed off to Pompey’s           
Pillar National Monument for our first           
taste of birding the open plains east of the                 
Rocky Mountains. 

 
Western Meadowlark 

We made a quick stop at a Pheasant Hunt                 
Area next to the National Monument           
where Western Meadowlark, the first of           
hundreds we’d see, sang from atop a             
nearby bush. After a short hike we moved               
onto the main attraction of Pompey’s           
Pillar and were greeted at the entrance by               
Say’s Phoebe. Hiking the trails near the             
pillar we added a species we’d find to be                 
quite common on the trip in the right               
habitat, Yellow Warbler. Soon a few more             

sought after western species were found,           
Lazuli Bunting, a female, Yellow-breasted         
chats were heard and eventually one           
showed itself, a Least Flycatcher and           
Western Wood-peewee added to our         
growing list. Walking out to get a closer               
look at the Pillar itself provided views of               
dozens of Cliff Swallows nesting on the             
giant rock and a single White-throated           
Swift dashing among them.  

 
Yellow-breasted chat 

We left Pompey’s Pillars with 25 species             
and headed over towards Shiloh         
Conservation Area which is a water           
filtration facility similar to Victory Pointe           
in Clermont or Orlando Wetlands Park in             
Christmas. Here we had our first           
waterfowl of the trip, Mallard! We also             
had our first Yellow-headed Blackbird,         
Western Kingbird, Western Meadowlark       
and Sora. For mammals we had our only               
Muskrat of the trip swimming in one of               
the ponds. A long day of travel meant time                 
for dinner, where a flock of House Finch               
greeted us from a nearby vacant lot, and               
to the hotel to prepare for the first full                 
day of birding. 

Day two started early for the drive to               
Eastlick Road near the small town of Molt.               
On the way we stopped and saw our first                 
Black-tailed Prairie Dogs town in a field             
on the way out of Billings. Eastlick Road is                 
a dirt road that passes through open             
prairie and fields, home to many           
grassland species we hoped to see before             
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heading into the mountains of Glacier on             
day four. After turning off the paved road               
we immediately had 3 Long-billed Curlew           
flew over the vans and the sharp eyes of                 
Dale spotted a grouse flushed on a nearby               
grassy hillside, likely a Sharp-tailed         
Grouse but it never re-emerged for solid             
identification. Highlights of the nearly 3           
miles to Corral Pond where Horned Lark,             
Grasshopper Sparrow, Chestnut-collared     
Longspur, a stunning male Lark Bunting,           
and Ferruginous Hawks with a nest of 2               
nearly fledged young. 

 
Lark bunting 

Upon reaching Corral Pond the old barns             
provided for some great photos in           
addition to the Say’s Phoebe, Barn           
Swallows, and Common Raven hanging         
about them. The pond itself held quite a               
number of waterfowl including Mallard,         
Green-winged Teal, Cinnamon Teal and         
Gadwall. Nearby fields had our first Lark             
Sparrows, Brown-headed Cowbird, and       
Northern Harriers. 

A productive first morning behind us we             
headed back to Billings to Pictograph           
Cave State Park which contained rock           
painting that date back over 2000 years.             
Birding the park was great also, Rock             
Wren greeted us near the entrance, Lazuli             
Bunting catching food at the small picnic             
area, White-throated Swift zipping in and           
out of nests in the rock formations, fly               

over Bald Eagle and Peregrine Falcon, and             
the raucous calls, but left unseen, Pinyon             
Jay all added to the amazing history of the                 
park. 

An after dinner stop at Coulson Park             
along the Yellowstone River was our final             
stop for the day and added to our growing                 
list. Nesting Peregrine Falcon with chicks,           
Bullock’s Oriole, and Cassin’s Kingbird         
were a few of the highlights from this               
stop. 

Day three we began our long drive             
towards Glacier National Park with stops           
at Lake Mason NWR for more prairie             
birding. Google Maps had a few hiccups             
with this one and we ended up on a dead                   
end road due to a road closed through the                 
state game lands. This was not all bad as                 
we had our first Red Crossbill, Dark-eyed             
Junco, and stunning Mountain Bluebird. 

 
Red crossbill 

Lake Mason NWR was not easy to get to                 
without cell data to add to the offline GPS                 
maps but with perseverance we did find             
our way. In addition to the stunning             
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rolling vistas of prairie we had American             
White Pelican, Brewer’s Blackbird, Lark,         
Grasshopper, Savannah, and Vesper       
Sparrows and the never ending numbers           
of Western Meadowlarks. Along Lake         
Mason Road we came to a small wetland               
area where birding jumped in intensity.  

Grasshopper sparrow 

 

Vesper sparrow 

American Avocet, Wilson’s Phalarope,       
White-faced Ibis, Long-billed Curlew,       
Upland Sandpiper, and Western Willet for           
our shorebirds. Eared Grebe, Mallard,         
Northern Pintail, Gadwall, and Northern         
Shoveler for our waterfowl. The best was 

 
American avocet 

White-faced Ibis 

yet to come with numerous McCown’s,           
now Thick-billed, Longspur, Chestnut-       
collared Longspur, Sprauge’s Pipit, Lark         
Bunting, and Golden Eagle! I did leave out               
the best bird though, Greater Sage-           
grouse! Two females crossed the road in             
front of the vans. This bird is very               
uncommon in the area and one would             
expect Sharp-tailed Grouse instead. This         
was one of the few possible lifers for me                 
on this trip and I was thrilled to see them.                   
Lake Mason NWR totaled almost 40           
species for us and I think everyone got life                 
birds. 

We made two more stops on the way, one                 
was a roadside pond that added Lesser             
Scaup, Ruddy Duck, Lesser Yellowlegs,         
and more Eared Grebes. The second was             
a very late run through Lake Benton NWR               
where we the 34 species included           
Franklin’s and Ring-billed Gull, Eared and           
Horned Grebe, Common and Forster’s         
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Terns, Swainson’s Hawk, Marsh Wren,         
Eastern Kingbird, Upland Sandpiper, and         
Black-crowned Night-heron before     
finishing our day in Shelby. 

Gallus C. Quigley Jr. 
Recreation Coordinator--Trails 
Lake County Office of Parks & Trails  
Photos in article by Gallus Quigley 
(signed) or by Dale Goebel (unsigned) 

 

The Journey: As 
Splendid as the 
Destination 
by Lisa Jenkins 

Words cannot capture the beauty and           
splendor of Glacier National Park. The           
kaleidoscope of wildflowers, azure skies         
with wispy clouds, rushing rivers and           
cascading waterfalls carrying snow melt         
down glacial mountains, frolicking       
mountain goats, ground squirrels and         
melodious birds is breathtaking! Glacier         
National Park is a must see! 

 

Our bird guide, Gallus Quigley, was a             
knowledgeable asset to our Audubon trip           
calling out birds as we travelled west on               
Highway 2 from Shelby, Montana. We           
stopped frequently to take photos of the             

magnificent scenery, wildflowers, and       
birds that we encountered along the way. 

The journey was excellent as we took in               
creeks, waterfalls and trails to view the             
elusive Harlequin duck, three-toed       
woodpecker, Clark’s Nutcracker, Steller’s       
jay, and many more avian friends. In             
addition, we saw black bear, gray wolf,             
Richardson’s ground squirrels, marmots       
and badgers, to name a few mammals. 

 
Ground squirrel 

This Audubon trip was well planned out             
to the finest detail by Dale Goebel. We               
had comfortable hotels and reliable         
transportation. Plus a driver for each van!             
Thank you for a memorable trip!         

Photo grouping by Lisa Jenkins 
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Yellowstone 
Yellowstone National Park:  

by Dale Goebel View all Photos here 

Yellowstone was very diverse…hot       
springs, geysers, mountains, prairies,       
birds and amazing wildlife       
https://www.nps.gov/yell/index.htm​. 
It’s a Very large park with adventure             
around every corner. One of our excellent             
spotters, Lisa, found Pronghorn on our           
way into the park and then after noticing               
the Pronghorn seemed nervous found a           
single wolf on a slope nearby. Fortunately,             
for the Pronghorns he didn’t give chase. 

 
Pronghorn 

At our next stop we had a handsome                 
Western Tanager singing from the top of             
a tree and some of our party spotted an                 
American Dipper. Most saw it fly by with               
food in its bill. Probably 50% of the birds                 
we saw were carrying food. Although, in             
Florida, most birds had finished up their             
nesting months ago, these birds were in             
the thick of it. 

We came across a crowd of cars pulled off                 
the road and watching something. It was             
a coyote after a ground squirrel. Many in               
the group were able to watch the coyote               
as he leaped and pounced on its prey. He                 
disposed of prey as quickly as Anhinga             

downs a fish. By far the most entertaining               
of the wildlife were the Bison. My minivan               
had a large male come up in the shadows                 
for the shoulder of the road. We were               
startled and excited. After a quick stop,             
we enjoyed watching him sashay by our             
van. It was a highlight of the trip for many                   
of us. We encountered many more bison             
in the course of the coming and going               
through Yellowstone. What an amazing         
park. 

 

Trumpeter swan 

“​Yellowstone was born on March 1, 1872 --               
making it the world's first national park.             
When President Ulysses S. Grant signed           
the Yellowstone National Park Protection         
Act into law, it protected more than 2               
million acres of mountain wilderness,         
amazing geysers and vibrant landscapes         
for future generations to enjoy.” 

!

!

!

!

!

Yellow Warbler 

!
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Mountain Meander 
Grand Tetons: by Clare Johns 

The Grand Tetons: One of my favorite             
places ever, even after four visits, this one               
was extra special. I was a late addition to                 
the trip, Dale invited when there was an               
opening. I hesitated but then elected to             
join the avid birders and the great guide.               
Our group of 8 including our guide,             
Gallus, was just what the doctor ordered.             
The Tetons, ​https://www.nps.gov/     
grte/index.htm​, for those who have not           
visited them yet, they are just Beautiful.             
Not known for their height, but for their               
true Beauty. They cluster together with           
their jagged peaks, and afford a Glorious             
sight. Dotted with snow topped caps that             
seem just a short distance way. Actually,             
while driving along I was told that three               
people were climbing that day. 

 
Bison 

Their wildlife of moose, bison, elk and             
other species put me in awe. One             
handsome male elk with a Brown-headed           
Cowbird on its back, is a vision I’ll always                 
treasure.  

We had perfect weather for our 10 day               
stay. Getting to see a male and female               
moose, was very special. Getting to the 

Female Elk 

birds, I got to see quite a few, up close,                   
some real beauties. We visited Mormon           
Row, ​https://www.nps.gov/grte/learn/   
historyculture/mormon.htm​, that was a       
settlement back at the turn of the century               
of Mormons. There are still a few houses               
and barns that remain standing. One of             
the barns reminded me of a Frank Lloyd               
Wright barn with different types of wood             
and great stature. 

Brewer's Sparrow with food for chicks. 

Lots of great birds were within our sight,               
with or without binoculars. A Mountain           
Bluebird, Black-billed Magpies, American       
Kestrel, Brewer’s Sparrow, Tree and Barn           
Swallows, caught my eye. Oh, and the             
chubbiest American Robin ever. Another         
amazing trip that I will not soon forget.             

!

!

13 

https://www.nps.gov/grte/index.htm
https://www.nps.gov/grte/index.htm
https://www.nps.gov/grte/learn/historyculture/mormon.htm
https://www.nps.gov/grte/learn/historyculture/mormon.htm


Birding in the Grand 
Grand Teton National Park:  

by: Tammy Knuth  

Wow, what a fantastic, beautiful and           
special place to find yourself birding in.             
The mountain views were spectacular, the           
prairies were vast and wide open, the             
lakes were crystal clear and the air was               
pure and fresh. When we arrived in the               
park we couldn't help but be awe-struck             
by the beauty around us. We made a               
quick stop at Lake Jackson where our             
awesome birding guide, Gallus Quigley,         
pulled out the scope and began scanning             
the lake. We were looking directly into             
the sun, but we could just make out a                 
Common Loon far out on the lake, which               
was so exciting for some of us who               
counted this as a lifer bird! There were               
some American White Pelicans and a           
Double-crested Cormorant flying low       
over the water, a Bald Eagle circling             
overhead and a lone California Gull on the               
lake. At the Jackson Lake Dam we found               
some handsome male Common       
Mergansers, a few females, Cliff Swallows           
nesting under the bridge but sadly no             
American Dippers or ​Harlequin ducks to           
be seen anywhere! 

 
Young hungry Barn Swallow 

During our 2 days at this park we made                 
many stops at the various roadside           

pullouts in our search for some           
interesting birds. We saw Barn, Tree, Cliff,             
Violet-green and Northern Rough-winged       
Swallows.  So many Swallows! We did get 

Tree swallow 

 
Cliff Swallow in nest under bridge. 

to see some interesting Sparrows too,           
which included a few Brewer's Sparrows,           
White-Crowned, Song, Chipping and       
many, many Savannah Sparrows. We also           
saw a few cool flycatchers too. We got               
lucky with the Olive-sided Flycatcher         
when we pulled off the road to look for                 
moose that had been seen along the river.               
We did eventually see a gorgeous male             
moose a little further up the river.             
Thankfully he was far away from us and               
on the other side of the river! Heard-only               
was a Willow Flycatcher making its faint             
but distinctive "whit" call and we also got               
to see a Western Wood-Pewee. 
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