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Conservation Project Spotlight 
 
Moccasin Lake Nature Park Planting Day – Thank You Volunteers! 
On Sunday, October 26th, volunteers from across Pinellas County came together at 
Moccasin Lake Nature Park to help restore native habitat and enhance the park’s natural 
beauty. 
 
With 16 dedicated volunteers, we planted a diverse mix of native grasses, flowering 
plants, shrubs, and trees—including firebush, beautyberry, coontie palms, wild coffee, 
coreopsis, beebalm, goldenrod, elderberry, and native pines—to create thriving habitats 
for pollinators, songbirds, and other wildlife. 
 
In addition to planting, volunteers worked hard to remove invasive species, making room 
for these native plants to flourish. Thanks to your efforts, several key areas of the park 
are now filled with native vegetation that visitors and wildlife will enjoy for years to come. 
A special thank you to Bayhead Ecological Solutions for their plant donations and 
support, and to all who lent their time and energy to make this project a success. 
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UPCOMING FIELD TRIPS
 

Most trips are led by volunteer Clearwater Audubon Society leaders. Unless otherwise indicated, they are 
free and open to the public. Please arrive 15 minutes prior to the scheduled meet time designated. 

November 1st Monthly Bird Walk at Moccasin Lake Nature Park​
Meet at 8:00am at 2750 Park Trail Ln, Clearwater 33759 ​
Leader - Madeleine Bohrer 748-6885 ♿Accessible with assistance 

November 8th Honeymoon Island SP​
Meet at 8:30am at 1 Causeway Blvd, Dunedin at the Osprey Trailhead at the north end 
of playground parking lot.​
Leader - Cuneyt Yilmaz 657-0803 

November 15th Florida Scrub Jays w/ Laurie Dolan, biologist at Cross Florida 
Greenway ​
Meet at Walgreens at the SW corner of Curlew Rd & US19 at 7:00am. Bring lunch, 
carpooling/$$.​
Leader - Dale Goebel 510-1462 

November 22nd Ft. De Soto Park​
Meet at the flag pole inside the pate at 7:30am. 3500 Pinellas Bayway S., Tierra Verde 
33715.​
Guest Leader - John Groskopf (Dale Goebel 510-1462) 

December 6th Monthly Bird Walk at Moccasin Lake Nature Park ​
Meet at 8:00am at 2750 Park Trail Ln, Clearwater 33759​
Leader - Madeleine Bohrer 748-6885 ♿Accessible with assistance 

December 13th Heartwood Preserve & Starkey Market (lunch) ​
Great birds...Northern Bobwhite, F. Bluebirds, Brown-headed Nuthatches, Eastern 
Towhee and great migrants. Meet at Walgreens at the SW corner  of Curlew Rd & US19 
at 7:30am. ​
Leader - Dale Goebel 510-1462 

December 20th South County CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNT Want to join an existing 
team? Contact Eric Plage at ericplage@gmail.com 

December 27th Projected - North County CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNT  ​
Want to help? Contact Bill Kaempfer (303) 717-5063 or Cuneyt Yilmaz 657-0803 
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 Join us for this Amazing weekend trip to 

Merritt Island National Wildlife Refuge 

February 6th, 2:00 pm – February 8th  

SUV will leave Walmart at 2:00pm Friday the 6th returning the evening of the 8th. 
Reservations and prepayment is a MUST! 

We’ll stop for dinner on the way over to our hotel Friday; we have reserved rooms on the 
east coast for 2 nights and will be getting an early start Saturday and Sunday mornings. 
The early birder gets the bird. Dinner Saturday evening will be at Dixie Crossroads, a 
Florida favorite! 

Cost will include: breakfast, a birding guide, Gallus Quigley, vehicle (gas) and hotel 
room(s). 

Cost: $400 single occupancy, $370.00 double occupancy​
Limited: Only 5 spaces left.  

Contact Dale Goebel @ 727-510-1462 or sheirah11@verizon.net 

************************** 

Merritt Island NWR: Contained within this 35-mile long barrier island is a rich abundance 
of plants and animals from both the subtropical and temperate climate zones. Merritt 
Island National Wildlife Refuge is strategically located on the Atlantic Flyway, a major bird 
migration corridor, and it is a key resting stop for many migratory bird species. The 
refuge's habitats support one of the highest numbers of endangered and threatened 
species found within the refuges of the National Wildlife Refuge System. This unique 
relationship the refuge shares with NASA bears testimony that nature and technology 
can coexist. 

358 species of birds have been identified on the refuge 

140 species of freshwater and saltwater fish are known to use refuge impoundments, 
estuaries, and freshwater wetlands 
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15 federally listed threatened and endangered species call the refuge home 

https://www.fws.gov/sites/default/files/documents/508%20MerrittIslandBirds2019-2020.pdf 

 

The refuge traces its beginnings to the development of the nation’s Space Program. In 
1962, NASA acquired the lands and waters adjacent to Cape Canaveral to establish the 
John F. Kennedy Space Center. NASA built a launch complex and other space-related 
facilities, but development of most of the area was not necessary. On August 28, 1963, as 
the 286th refuge of the National Wildlife Refuge System, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service signed an agreement to establish the Merritt Island National Wildlife Refuge. In 
1975 a second agreement established the Canaveral National Seashore. Today, the 
Department of Interior manages most of the undeveloped portions of the Kennedy Space 
Center as a National Wildlife Refuge and National Seashore.  

 https://www.fws.gov/refuge/merritt-island/about-us 

 

Gallus Quigley: Gallus started birding while in the eighth grade in his home state of 
Pennsylvania. He is a biologist, conservationist, trip leader and highly competitive lister. 
He has many years of hawk-watching experience at Hawk Mountain PA and at Montclair 
NJ as both a volunteer and as a professional hawk counter and was involved in 
banding/radio telemetry work with endangered Florida Grasshopper Sparrows at 
Kissimmee Prairie Preserve State Park. As a biologist with Lake County Parks he wears 
many hats, working not only as a Biologist but as Park Ranger, Trails Planner, and Events 
Coordinator. He has led countless field trips in Central Florida for a number of Audubon 
chapters. His popularity as a birding guide in Florida is well known throughout the birding 
community. Gallus joined the ranks of the elite group that has seen over 450 species in 
Florida, and he did it with style too, a White-tailed Tropicbird! His Florida total is now at 
471 species! 

He has led multiple birding trips to the Dry Tortugas. ​
We met in April of 2013 on a trip to the Dry Tortugas. 
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PROGRAMS CALENDAR
 

Monthly meetings are held at Moccasin Lake Nature Park the 1st Monday of the month (unless a 
holiday) from October to May. Meet & Greet at 6:30PM, Program begins at 7PM. ​
Previous programs on our YouTube channel.  
 

 
November 3rd 

Potluck & Audubon's Hog Island Teen 
Campers 

Sponsored by Clearwater Audubon, these 
teen birders will share about their 
adventures at camp. Please provide your 
own dinnerware and a dish to share. 
Drinks provided by CAS. Potluck setup at 
6:30, presentation to follow. 

 

 

 

December 1st  

Birds of Panama with Madeleine Bohrer 

What do you get when you add 7 days + 
12 friends + endless birds? A great trip 
to Panama! Join us to share our 
experience!   
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https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCaraVF6oEy664y_XA5uvaqw


 

JOIN THE CAS BOARD
 

 
 

Dear Members, 

Each board member brings a wealth of experience and a passion for conservation that 
will be invaluable as we continue to advance our mission of Conservation through 
Education. 

MEDIA VOLUNTEER NEEDED 
If you have word processing experience (Microsoft Word, Pages, GDocs) and a 
knowledge of Social Media posting, you are our candidate. The Media Chair publishes 
the Wing Beat, sends our email updates and keeps us all connected.  
Please reach out to http://www.clearwateraudubonsociety.org/board.html or email 
clearwateraudubonsociety@gmail.com 

NEW ADDRESS: PO Box 14006 Clearwater, FL 33766 
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AMAZING DAY AT MOCCASIN LAKE
 

Story by Madeleine Bohrer​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Photos by Bobbie Smith 

Here is a quick update about our first Moccasin Lake Nature Park walk of the season on 

October 4, 2025.  

Firstly, I was totally amazed by our group of 22 people:  unbelievably quiet, observant, 

and cooperative.  We had 36 species 

of birds in three hours.  Red- and 

White-eyed Vireo, a female Scarlet 

Tanager, Carolina Chickadees, several 

Red-shouldered Hawks, a handful of 

Warblers, the usual round-up of 

Herons, Egrets, and Woodpeckers, and 

our FOS (first of season) Gray Catbirds!  

Black Swallowtail 

The best news is that the City of Clearwater has begun the process of clearing the lake 

of the massive amount of growth that has occluded the surface to the point of nearly no 

free water areas. This over-crowding of the surface has had the effect of lowering the 

number of species that use the lake for feeding as well as nesting on the lake’s edge.  

There was a small space that had been 

cleared—maybe 1/12th of the total 

area—and already, it was filled with 

Common Gallinule, Little Blue Heron, 

Green Heron, and Tricolored Heron.  

We could not believe our eyes!  

​ ​ ​ ​ ​

​ ​ ​ ​ Gray Catbird 
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After every walk, I used to tell Lloyd Simmons, our tireless park ranger, how upsetting it 

was to be losing our lake.  Now, I can report new life!  It is remarkable to witness the 

resilience of Nature.​​ ​  

 Red-shouldered Hawk 

Also, I want to mention two people.  

One offered to write an article for the 

Wingbeat (a 10-year old Eagle Scout) 

and another person who is excited to 

give his services to build nest-boxes for 

owls (for an upcoming project).  This is 

so encouraging!   Two drops towards 

filling the bucket—let’s keep it going!  

 

p.s.   Don’t forget:  we have a walk at Moccasin Lake the first Saturday of every month 

from October through May. 

Green Heron 
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OFFICER FERGUSON RECOGNIZED 
 

 
 
SW Region Senior Officer Brian 

Ferguson was recently honored by the 

Clearwater Audubon Society for his 

incredible dedication to protecting 

Florida’s wild birds and the beautiful 

habitats they call home. 

This award recognizes Officer 

Ferguson’s dedication to enforcing 

wildlife laws, promoting conservation, 

and helping ensure Florida’s native birds 

continue to thrive. 

Thank you, Officer Ferguson for your 

proactive enforcement, community 

outreach and teamwork with 

conservation partners. You truly 

represent FWC’s mission to protect Florida’s amazing natural resources for generations 

to come! 

 

 

2024 Conservation Action Agenda 

Florida Audubon's regional conservation priorities focus on climate resilience (coastal 

protection, sea-level rise, flooding), habitat conservation (especially for birds), and water 

management. These are driven by statewide initiatives but are adapted at the regional 

level by local chapters. Key regional efforts include protecting specific habitats like 

wetlands, acquiring land for conservation corridors, reducing bird-strike deaths, and 

supporting regional partnerships for resilience projects.  
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https://www.audubon.org/florida/news/read-audubon-floridas-2024-conservation-action-agenda


 

Your Clearwater Audubon Society Board 
 
Executive Committee:​ ​ Committee Chairs:​ ​ ​  
Dale Goebel​ ​ ​ ​ Community Outreach: Sara Durbin​
Dana Kerstein​ ​ ​ Conservation Projects: Dana Kerstein​ ​
Méichelle Long​ ​ ​ Field Trips: Dale Goebel​ ​ ​ ​
Cuneyt Yilmaz​ ​ ​ Media/Newsletter: Vacant​ ​ ​
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Membership: Cuneyt Yilmaz​
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Webmaster: Méichelle Long​
​ ​ ​ ​ ​  
 
Officers:​ ​ ​ ​ Board Members at Large:​    Sub-Committees: 
VP Conservation: Kim Begay​ IP President: John Hood​    CBC: Bill Kaempfer​
Treasurer: Deborah Larkin​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​    Eagle Watch: Louise Roy​
Secretary: Stephanie Hall​ ​ Conservation Projects: Brody Larsen & Dylan Jones 

Join the Board or a Committee 
Becoming a member of a nonprofit organization's board can be a meaningful way to explore how your 
experience and expertise can be applied in the nonprofit sector at the governance level, and ultimately, 
how your experience and expertise can help advance a nonprofit organization's social impact. Please take 
a few moments to read Audubon’s statement of Equity, Diversity, Inclusion & Belonging  and the Board 
Member Expectations. Board members meet on the last Monday of each month. Monthly general 
membership meetings (open to the public) are the first Monday of the month unless otherwise noted. 
To view a list of available positions on the board or on a committee, please view this document. Complete 
the Board Interest Survey here. 

 

 
Clearwater Audubon Society, Inc. 

*NEW PO Box 14006 Clearwater, FL 33766​ EIN 59-6177460​
http://clearwateraudubonsociety.org/​
Supporting our community since 1959​

Our Motto:  Conservation through Education 

We represent Audubon Society members in Northern Pinellas County and provide services to all who are 
interested: free local field trips with expert birders; inexpensive extended field trips within the US and to other 

locales, free monthly programs, volunteer & networking opportunities within the local conservation community; 
scholarships to local summer camps and speakers for a variety of classrooms and groups. 

Membership Information 

 

VISIT OUR WEBSITE  
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https://www.audubon.org/about/edi
https://drive.google.com/open?id=17-je2LytEQIGLNJ1BvNiYyojWrNtyulGhY182in5Zf4
https://drive.google.com/open?id=17-je2LytEQIGLNJ1BvNiYyojWrNtyulGhY182in5Zf4
http://clearwateraudubonsociety.org/docs/GetonBoard.pdf
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/VJWKJFV
http://clearwateraudubonsociety.org/
http://clearwateraudubonsociety.org/membership.html
http://www.clearwateraudubonsociety.org/


 

Dear Clearwater Audubon Members and Supporters, 

As the year comes to a close, we find ourselves reflecting on all we’ve 
accomplished together. It’s been an incredible year for our local bird 
conservation efforts, and every success is a direct result of your support and 
passion for protecting our feathered friends. 

This year, your generous contributions have allowed us to make a real 
difference: 

●​ Native Plant Installations: We’ve organized and completed native plant 
installations in Pinellas, creating vital habitats that provide food and 
shelter for birds, pollinators, and other wildlife. 

●​ Student Scholarships: Your donations helped us award scholarships to deserving local 
students, supporting the next generation of conservationists and naturalists. 

●​ Educational Opportunities & Field Trips: We were able to host a series of popular speakers, 
seminars, and over 30 field trips, connecting more people in our community to the beauty 
of our local ecosystems and the importance of conservation. 

These achievements are a testament to what we can do when we work together. We’re building a 
stronger, healthier environment for birds and people alike, but our work is far from over. 

As we look ahead to the new year, we have even bigger plans. We want to expand our native plant 
initiatives, increase the number of scholarships we can offer, and provide even more educational 
programs for all ages. To do this, we need your help. 

Would you consider making a special year-end gift today? Your donation will directly fund these 
crucial projects, ensuring that we can continue to protect birds and the places they need to thrive. 

Thank you again for your unwavering commitment to our mission. We are truly grateful for your 
partnership. 

The efforts we make today impact our future.  Make a choice to make a difference!   

●​ Make a donation to Clearwater Audubon Society.  One time or monthly donations are all 
appreciated—this is an investment in our future.  Consider us in your estate planning as well, 
if you wish.. 

●​ There are many ways to volunteer:  native plant gardens, saving injured birds in the field, 
beach cleanups, and being a bird steward to protect beach-nesting birds.  The list is endless! 

●​ Join our Board of Directors or a committee—so much can be accomplished at our local 
level. 

●​ Enjoy our field trips and share our love of Nature and birds! 
​
Want to donate now? Go to www.clearwateraudubonsociety.org and click the DONATE tab. While 
on our site, you can read our latest newsletter and get our schedule of monthly programs and field 
trips.  Thank you for supporting us and joining us today to make a difference tomorrow! Donate 
with QR: 

Your donation is tax exempt. EIN 59-6177460 

 

We appreciate you,​
Your Board of Directors & Committee Leaders: ​
Dana, Dale, Meichelle, Stephanie, Kim, Cuneyt, Deborah, Sara, Brody & Dylan 
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Partnering Organizations & Businesses 

 
Audubon Florida 

St. Petersburg Audubon Society​ ​  

Tampa Audubon Society​ ​ Pasco Audubon 

 
 

   Important Bird Areas in Florida​ ​  

   Great Florida Birding Trail​ ​ Wild Birds Unlimited Tampa 

   Florida Ornithological  Society​  
 
Moccasin Lake Nature Park 

Moccasin Lake Raptor Sanctuary 

Friends of Moccasin Lake 

 

  Pinellas Chapter FNPS​​ ​ Florida Herb Society 

  Safety Harbor Garden Club​ ​ Florida Botanical Gardens 

  Florida Suncoast Sierra Club 

 

   Friends of Dunedin Hammock​ ​

   Friends of Brooker Creek Preserve 

   Suncoast Herpetological Society, Inc. 

Tampa Bay Turtle & Tortoise Society 

Friends in Focus Photography Club​

Florida Young Birder’s Club & Florida Avian Conservation 
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http://fl.audubon.org/
http://www.stpeteaudubon.org/
https://www.tampaaudubon.org/
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.westpascoaudubon.com%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR3q47dsyxd210qjHQ--svEc1MOFb8TtdRS7AUGdUdyr_2VU3b7hjluhSCQ_aem_ARAn0Mcr0Jl4mONevfl6b0sCWwYvZ7e7YvJ5YR96JC1YVQVk-gZQNeitvNhyj0rhMOrUodjYF_8pz60_jlNdMfdb&h=AT2WNDv9B1vW2RhYXkGgtuYmL3kFWSiWH1VUQzc1PXdwvMhQryDGSM-b-k0nTZdBOtLHXUIC5DWGwWyd9TMlRUfuWpoF56aThUfJ9Pv9Ajh32bfzZCHnt8r-LeLvCkga00k_UPbz3DRrQdDcyh2u8Q
https://fl.audubon.org/conservation/important-bird-areas
http://floridabirdingtrail.com/
https://tampa.wbu.com/
http://fosbirds.org/
https://www.myclearwaterparks.com/facilities/facilities-amenities-locator/moccasin-lake-environmental-education-center
https://www.moccasinlakeraptorsanctuary.org/
https://www.friendsofmoccasinlake.com/
https://pinellas.fnpschapters.org/
https://www.facebook.com/flherbsociety/
https://www.facebook.com/safetyharborgardenclubsafetyharborflorida/
https://www.flbgfoundation.org/
https://www.sierraclub.org/florida/suncoast
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fhammockpark.org%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR1BfneMsr4VITKBHYKhA91rQO1J4MqPP6P1nNEcpC-Mdm-GlHMnMQUVAP0&h=AT3HNwcP1jdmAYNFTqFDkYq42qFRmz_IUjfc_WbUmeps3XUO0EeqG2lxRmaUtMNYVGp3GjowAKkqiqQiNy9mlZCMql4ugze2CPyyGpRv8Zit-2Tj3GnMuzzR4TUnTWhqMYI
http://www.friendsofbrookercreekpreserve.org/
https://www.facebook.com/suncoastherpclub/
https://www.facebook.com/turtleclubflorida/
https://www.facebook.com/fifclearwater
https://floridaavianconservation.wordpress.com/florida-young-birders-club/
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