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Hog Island Student Scholarships 

Clearwater Audubon votes each year to support one or two people to attend a Hog 

Island Camp session of their choice in order to educate and equip those interested with 

the knowledge and skills to support and improve the life of birds. Hog Island is not the 

only camp we scholarship. We provide funds for students to attend local environmentally 

focused camps in the Tampa Bay area.  

 

You can help us inspire the next generation of ecologists: 

Spring and summer ecology camps are just around the corner, and we want to make sure 
every seat is filled—regardless of a student's ability to pay. 

By donating to our Student Sponsorship Fund, you are providing: 

●​ Hands-on field experience led by experts. 
●​ Essential gear like binoculars and field guides. 
●​ A seat at the table for students from underrepresented communities. 

A donation of any size helps us get closer to our goal. Let's invest in the future of our 
planet together. 

[Link: Donate Here] Be sure to note SCHOLARSHIP with your donation. Your donation is 
tax exempt. EIN 59-6177460 
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Read more about our Hog Island ​
Scholarship Awardees: 

 
Ivy 
My fascination with birds began with an old 
field guide to the birds of Florida, which I 
soon memorized. What started as a casual 
interest quickly progressed into an 
obsession as I became increasingly more 
curious about everything related to birds. I 
eventually discovered eBird, which helped 
me significantly to learn about birds and 
connect with the birding community. Now, 
most of my spare time is spent watching 
birds, drawing them, or learning more about 
them. 
Initially, I birded alone, not knowing that 
there were other young birders and 
organizations. About a year ago, however, I 
discovered and joined the Florida Young 

Birders Club (FYBC), and I now attend every outing that I am able. FYBC is an amazing 
organization that has transformed birding from a solitary hobby into a shared experience. 
The club provides a vital community where I can connect with other young birders, share 
knowledge, and explore Florida's wildlife with others who share my enthusiasm. Although 
I am not currently involved in any other programs, I wish to volunteer in bird-related 
areas, and I am seeking places where I can do so.  
A week at Hog Island Audubon Camp would be an incredible opportunity and a 
life-changing experience. I would treasure the valuable chance to be mentored by 
experienced ornithologists and expert birders, and to learn more about birds, along with 
meeting fellow young birders with the same passion. At the camp, I would hope to learn 
more about volunteer options and career opportunities in ornithology, and to discover 
more about birds. Upon returning from camp, I would put my newly acquired knowledge 
to use to teach and educate others and to help birds. 
My career goals are to pursue wildlife biology in college and hopefully find a career in 
ornithology in the future. Attending this camp and interacting with professionals in this 
field would greatly assist in my future plans and provide an opportunity to learn more 
about the field. Ultimately, attending Hog Island Audubon Camp would be a remarkable 
and amazing opportunity, providing valuable experience and knowledge, offering 
interaction with like-minded young birders, and assisting with future career ideas. 
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Haden 
When I was around 2 years old, my 
grandfather gave me a Florida Bird Field 
Guide, and I would have to say that is when 
my interest in birding began. My interest has 
grown since then, and I’ve known since my 
PreK graduation that I want a career involving 
birds and birding. I love nature in general but 
birds are by far my favorite topic. From the 
ability of flight to feathers and the way 
different birds interact with their ecosystems, 
I find every part of birds fascinating. My 
favorite color is red so it is no surprise that my 
favorite birds are the Northern Cardinal and 
Summer Tanager. I looked for the Summer 
Tanager at Wekiwa Springs State Park until I 

finally saw one when I was around 7 or 8 years old. My dream job is to be a birding guide 
and a field ornithologist. I was around 6-8 when I started to improve my skills like birding 
by ear. At around age 9-10, I met Kathy Rigling, a fellow birder from Orange Audubon 
Society, and became involved in the Orange Audubon Society (O.A.S.) with events 
including Mead Botanical Garden migration birding walks, Wekiwa Springs State Park 
surveys, and Oakland Nature Preserve bird surveys. Around 2021 I helped take part in 
forming the Central Florida chapter of the Florida Young Birders Club as well as being a 
founding member of the Florida Young Birders Club (F.Y.B.C). I have been given the 
opportunity to assist with leading O.A.S and FYBC walks, events, and surveys since 
around age 12-13 through the present, and through these opportunities I’ve been able to 
improve my birding skills and further expand my birding knowledge. Through those 
experiences I’ve had the chance to learn from other young birders who acted as mentors 
to me, as well as members of the OAS who have helped shape my birding skills and 
knowledge along the way, further cementing my love for birding. These opportunities 
have also given me the chance to share my knowledge and passion with others, and I 
love helping people learn about birds and birding. Since I was self taught in my earlier 
years of birding I was the one who got my parents into birds. Some of the people who 
have helped me along my birding journey include Kathy Rigling, Lorri Lilja, Alexander 
DeBear, Avery Chan, and Brennan and Ethan Landreville along with so many others. I’m 
very excited to have the opportunity to go to camp and bird with other young birders 
from all across the country. I hope to gain some life long friends and skills from this camp 
that I can use later in life and in my career. I feel this camp will be one of the highlights of 
my young life and be an amazing experience overall. Thank you so much for this 
incredible opportunity, I am so excited to have the chance to do this camp.  
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UPCOMING FIELD TRIPS
 

Most trips are led by volunteer Clearwater Audubon Society leaders. Unless otherwise indicated, they are 
free and open to the public. Please arrive 15 minutes prior to the scheduled meet time designated. 

 
**CANCELLED**​
February 28th Felts Audubon Preserve​
With a bird blind...Painted & Indigo Buntings, Tree Swallows, Great horned owls, much 
more. Meet at 8:00am at 4600 24th Ave E, Palmetto 34221.​
Leader - Paul Trunk 430-0368 
 
  
March 7th Monthly Bird Walk at Moccasin Lake Nature Park ​
Meet at 8:00am at 2750 Park Trail Ln, Clearwater 33759​
Leader - Barbara Hunsicker 901-832-4181 ♿Accessible with assistance 
 
  
March 14th Afternoon at Chinsegut Wildlife Area​
Sandhill Cranes, bluebirds, Red-headed Woodpeckers, warblers, hawks, BATS at DUSK 
and much more, also feeders, and a water feature. Meet at 3:30pm at 23212 Lake 
Lindsey Rd, Brooksville 34601 We will stop for dinner on the way back at Cracker Barrel.​
Leader - Dale Goebel 510-1462 
 
  
March 21st Island Girl Cruises Homosassa River​
Meet at Walgreens at the SW corner of Curlew Rd & US19 at 8am. Nesting birds, Limit 19 
birders/cruisers, $12.50. Reservations required. Carpooling, gas/$$.​
Leader - Dale Goebel 510-1462 
 
  
March 28th The Celery Fields ​
Purple Martins, Painted Buntings, bitterns, snipe, N. Harriers and much more. Meet at the 
Wal-Mart 2677 Roosevelt Blvd. at 7:30am. Carpooling, bring gas $$ and lunch. Celery 
Fields 999 Center Road, Sarasota, 34240 at 8:30am.​
Leader - Brad Huber 843-559-3674 
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PROGRAMS CALENDAR
 

Monthly meetings are held at Moccasin Lake Nature Park the 1st Monday of the month (unless a 
holiday) from October to May. Meet & Greet at 6:30PM, Program begins at 7PM. ​
Previous programs on our YouTube channel.  

 

March 2nd ​
Spring Warbler Identification 

with Don Fraser 

 
Would you like to improve your skills at identifying Spring 
Warblers? Don will be sharing his expertise and lots of tips 
on identifying warblers in the field. Just in time for Spring 
migration. 

Don Fraser is a retired wildlife biologist who relocated to Dunedin from his native Ontario, 
Canada in 2016. He first developed an interest in birds as a teenager and eventually turned his 
hobby into a vocation, working in the environmental consulting field for over 40 years. Since 
moving to Florida Don has observed over 400 bird species in the state, many of which he has 
photographed. He presently serves as Vice-President and Conservation Chair for Pasco Audubon 
and regularly participates in various citizen science projects. He is an avid contributor to 
iNaturalist and has made over 27,000 observations to this global database, documenting more 
than 5500 different plants and animals. 

 

April 6th Felts Audubon 

Preserve; A Haven for Birds and 

Birders with President of 

Manatee County Audubon, Patty 

Ford. 

Patty will share her insights on managing the preserve, a vital 
birding hotspot in our region. Her presentation will cover habitat 
management strategies that support a wide range of avian species. 
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THE HOUSING CRISIS

Habitat Loss Mitigation 

Installing a screech owl box in Florida is one of those rare "win-win" scenarios: you get a 
front-row seat to one of nature’s most charming predators, and they get a fighting chance 
in an increasingly urbanized landscape. 

When a local resident reached out 
to Clearwater Audubon to replace a 
weathered Screech-Owl 
box—originally hung by her late 
husband decades ago— Gene Ellis 
stepped up without a second 
thought. Armed with the 
replacement box, his handyman 
expertise, and a truly wonderful 
attitude, Gene arrived promptly to 
ensure the backyard’s feathered 
residents still had a home 15 feet 
high with a view. 

A huge thank you to Gene for his 
kindness and for keeping this 
meaningful tradition alive! 

 

In Florida, we primarily host the 
Eastern Screech Owl, a pint-sized 

raptor that is as fierce as it is adorable. Here is the breakdown of why these boxes are 
essential for the Sunshine State. 

1. Natural Pest Control (The "Green" Alternative) 

If you aren’t a fan of large palmetto bugs, mice, or moths, a screech owl is your best 
friend. They are incredibly efficient hunters. 

●​ Diet: They consume vast quantities of insects, small rodents, and even the 
occasional invasive lizard. 
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●​ Eco-Friendly: By hosting an owl, you reduce the need for toxic rodenticides, which 
often accidentally poison other local wildlife like hawks and domestic pets. 

2. Habitat Loss Mitigation 

Florida’s rapid development means older trees with natural hollows (cavities) are being 
cleared away. 

●​ The Housing Crisis: Screech owls are "obligate cavity nesters," meaning they 
cannot build their own nests from sticks. They rely entirely on holes made by 
woodpeckers or rot. 

●​ Urban Integration: Because they are small and highly adaptable, they can thrive 
in suburban backyards if—and only if—they have a secure place to sleep and raise 
young. 

3. Climate & Predator Protection 

Florida's environment presents unique challenges that a well-constructed box can solve: 

●​ Storm Safety: A sturdy, bolted-on box provides much better protection against 
Florida’s torrential summer rains and tropical winds than a decaying tree limb. 

●​ Predator Defense: Properly mounted boxes (with predator guards) protect eggs 
and owlets from climbing threats like raccoons and rat snakes, which are 
prevalent in Florida. 

4. Educational & Aesthetic Value 

There is something magical about seeing two tiny "horns" (ear tufts) poking out of a box 
at dusk. 

●​ Low Maintenance: Unlike a birdfeeder, you don’t have to "fill" an owl box. Once 
it’s up, the owl does the work. 

●​ Citizen Science: Observing their nesting cycles—usually beginning in late winter 
(January/February) in Florida—is a fantastic way for families to connect with local 
ecology. 
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Dunedin Marina Houses Purple Martins 
 

If you thought screech owls were interesting, Purple Martins take "backyard birding" to a 
whole new level. While the owl is a solitary neighbor, the Purple Martin is a socialite. In 
Florida, they have a unique, almost legendary relationship with humans. 

Here is why Purple Martin "housing" is 
so vital in Florida. This photo shows the 
Purple Martin Villa at the Dunedin 
Marina. Our Secretary Stephanie Hall 
spotted four Purple Martins this past 
week. 

1. Absolute Human Dependency 

In the Eastern U.S. (especially Florida), 
Purple Martins have undergone a 
complete behavioral shift. They are now 
entirely dependent on human-provided 
housing. 

●​ The "People" Bird: They have almost completely stopped nesting in natural tree 
cavities. Without people putting up houses or gourds, the Eastern Purple Martin 
population would likely face a catastrophic decline. 

●​ Loyalty: They are highly site-faithful. If a "scout" (the first arrivals in January) likes 
your setup, the colony will likely return to your yard year after year. 

2. Specialized Pest Control 

There is a common myth that they eat 2,000 mosquitoes a day. While that’s an 
exaggeration (they feed too high in the air for most mosquitoes), they are actually 
nature’s fire ant killers. 

●​ The Fire Ant Predator: Research shows that during "nuptial flights" (when fire ant 
queens take to the sky to start new colonies), Purple Martins gorge on them. One 
colony can prevent thousands of new fire ant mounds from forming in your 
neighborhood. 

●​ Aerial Acrobatics: They eat entirely "on the wing," catching dragonflies, wasps, 
and beetles mid-air. 
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3. The Florida "Early Bird" Advantage 

Florida is the "front porch" for the entire North American migration. 

●​ First Arrivals: Because of our climate, Florida sees the very first "scouts" as early 
as late December or January. 

●​ Safe Haven: Providing early-season housing in Florida gives these weary travelers 
a place to recover from their 5,000-mile journey from South America before they 
begin the grueling nesting season. 

4. Community & Sound 

Purple Martins are "colonial nesters," meaning they love a crowd. 

●​ The "Dawn Song": Their vocalizations are a series of liquid chirps and warbles. 
Many Florida homeowners find the sound of a thriving colony to be the 
"soundtrack of spring." 

●​ Educational: Because they are social and tolerant of humans, you can actually 
lower their houses (if you have a winch system) to perform "nest checks," making 
them the best birds for teaching kids about biology and conservation. 

 

Bluebird in my Heart 
Reference: "Bluebird" by Miranda Lambert (2020) 

 
The Tampa Audubon Society manages a 
successful bluebird nesting box program, primarily 
featuring over 50 nesting boxes along the 
Flatwoods Park Bluebird Trail in Hillsborough 
County. Volunteers monitor these boxes from 
March to August, supporting a growing population 
of Eastern Bluebirds, Carolina Chickadees, and 
Tufted Titmice. You can sponsor a Bluebird box 
and get all the photos and details in your inbox. 
 
This gentleman standing with Dale Goebel is Irwin 
Schuster. He built all of the Bluebird Boxes. He is 
90 years young and lives in Tampa. 
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If you want a "garden helper" that looks like a jewel and acts like a sentry, the Eastern 
Bluebird is your go-to. Unlike the nocturnal owl or the high-flying Purple Martin, bluebirds 
are ground-foragers that spend their day darting around your lawn. 

In Florida, these birds are year-round residents, making a nest box an "all-seasons" 
contribution to your backyard. 

1. The "Bug-Catching Machine" 

Bluebirds use a "sit-and-wait" hunting style. They perch on a low branch or fence wire, 
scan the grass, and pounce. 

●​ Garden Protection: They specialize in eating beetles, crickets, grasshoppers, and 
caterpillars. If you have a vegetable garden, a bluebird is the most effective 
organic pesticide you can "hire." 

●​ Beyond Insects: In the Florida summer, they’ve even been known to snag the 
occasional small invasive lizard or tree frog. 

2. Reclaiming the Fence Line 

Historically, bluebirds nested in the hollow wooden fence posts that lined Florida’s cattle 
ranches and citrus groves. 

●​ The Metal Shift: As farmers switched to metal T-posts and plastic fencing, 
bluebirds lost thousands of miles of "natural" housing. 

●​ Suburban Refuges: Installing a box helps replace this lost infrastructure, allowing 
them to move back into suburban areas where they once thrived. 

3. Winter Survival & Social Roosting 

While they use boxes for nesting in the spring, Florida’s bluebirds use them for survival in 
the winter. 

●​ The "Huddle": During rare Florida cold snaps, bluebirds are incredibly social. It 
isn't uncommon to find 5 or 6 bluebirds piled into a single box at night to share 
body heat. 

●​ Year-Round Presence: Because they don't migrate as far south as Martins, you get 
to enjoy their vibrant blue plumage even in December and January. 
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 Spring 2026 FOS Meeting​
March 7​

University of Tampa​
Vaughn Center, 9th Floor​

Hosted by the Biology Department 
For information about the FOS Meeting, contact​
FOS President Todd Engstrom  engstrom@bio.fsu.edu​
or Meeting Committee Member Ann Paul annpaul26@gmail.com 

STUDENTS - NOTE: THE FLORIDA ORNITHOLOGICAL SOCIETY OFFERS STUDENT 
SCHOLARSHIPS TO ATTEND THE SPRING 2026 MEETING. 
Students attending the FOS Spring 2026 Meeting can apply for Attendance Supplements 
of $100/student. To apply, register as a student for the meeting and the Saturday evening 
banquet and attend. Supplement checks will be awarded after the banquet to students 
who have attended the Saturday Afternoon Scientific Session and Evening Events. 
  
Saturday, March 7, 2026 
Field Trips, 7:30 a.m. – noon 
Board Meeting, 9 a.m. – 12:30 
Lunch, 12:00 – 1 p.m. On your own. 
Membership Meeting, Election of Officers, Status of FOS, and Announcements – 1:30 pm 
FOS President Todd Engstrom 
Scientific Sessions, 2:00 – 5:30 p.m. Citizen Science: Studying Birds in Florida 
Diane and Dan Erdely, Breeding Bird Survey 
Aaron White, Audubon Florida, Project Colony Watch 
Cheryl Merz, Audubon Florida, EagleWatch: The Power of Community Science 
Florida Keys’ Hawk Watch 
Abby McKay, Audubon Florida, Beach Stewards 
Dr. Beth Forys, Eckerd College, Survival of Fallen and Returned Rooftop Nesting Least 
Tern Chicks 
Josiah Patrick, EBird 
Paul Jacobs, Jay Watch and Kestrel Boxes 
Skin Quiz, Evening Reception and Scientific Poster Session 5:30 p.m. 
Banquet and Keynote, 6:30 p.m. Jason Lauritsen, The Florida Wildlife Corridor Project 
  
Sunday morning, March 8, 2026 
Note: Daylight Savings Time starts. 
Field Trips, 8 a.m. – noon 
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Earth Day Celebration  
at Moccasin Lake Nature Park on Saturday, April 18 th from 10am to 3pm 
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JOIN THE CAS BOARD
 

 
 

Dear Members, 

Each board member brings a wealth of experience and a passion for conservation that 
will be invaluable as we continue to advance our mission of Conservation through 
Education. 

MEDIA VOLUNTEER NEEDED 
If you have word processing experience (Microsoft Word, Pages, GDocs) and a 
knowledge of Social Media posting, you are our candidate. The Media Chair publishes 
the Wing Beat, sends our email updates and keeps us all connected.  
 
OUTREACH/ EDUCATION COORDINATOR 
Research and procure relevant conservation education resources; develop monthly 
speakers based on those resources; market and conduct community table events; 
develop partner associations with other organizations for the advancement of the CAS 
conservation education goals and objectives; maintain an inventory of the education 
programs. 
 
Please reach out to http://www.clearwateraudubonsociety.org/board.html or email 
clearwateraudubonsociety@gmail.com 
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NEW ADDRESS: PO Box 14006 Clearwater, FL 33766 

Your Clearwater Audubon Society Board 
 
Executive Committee:​ ​ Committee Chairs:​ ​ ​  
Dale Goebel​ ​ ​ ​ Community Outreach: Vacant​
Dana Kerstein​ ​ ​ Conservation Projects: Dana Kerstein​ ​
Kim Begay​ ​ ​ ​ Field Trips: Dale Goebel​ ​ ​ ​
Cuneyt Yilmaz​ ​ ​ Media/Newsletter: Vacant​ ​ ​
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Membership: Cuneyt Yilmaz​
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Webmaster: Méichelle Long​
​ ​ ​ ​ ​  
 
Officers:​ ​ ​ ​ Board Members at Large:​    Sub-Committees: 
VP Conservation: Kim Begay​ IP President: John Hood​    CBC: Bill Kaempfer​
Treasurer: Vacant​ ​ ​ Eagle Watch: Louise Roy​
Secretary: Stephanie Hall​ ​ Conservation Projects: Brody Larsen & Dylan Jones 

Join the Board or a Committee 
Becoming a member of a nonprofit organization's board can be a meaningful way to explore how your 
experience and expertise can be applied in the nonprofit sector at the governance level, and ultimately, 
how your experience and expertise can help advance a nonprofit organization's social impact. Please take 
a few moments to read Audubon’s statement of Equity, Diversity, Inclusion & Belonging  and the Board 
Member Expectations. Board members meet on the last Monday of each month. Monthly general 
membership meetings (open to the public) are the first Monday of the month unless otherwise noted. 
To view a list of available positions on the board or on a committee, please view this document. Complete 
the Board Interest Survey here. 

 

 
Clearwater Audubon Society, Inc. 

*NEW PO Box 14006 Clearwater, FL 33766​ EIN 59-6177460​
http://clearwateraudubonsociety.org/​
Supporting our community since 1959​

Our Motto:  Conservation through Education 

We represent Audubon Society members in Northern Pinellas County and provide services to all who are 
interested: free local field trips with expert birders; inexpensive extended field trips within the US and to other 

locales, free monthly programs, volunteer & networking opportunities within the local conservation community; 
scholarships to local summer camps and speakers for a variety of classrooms and groups. 

Membership Information 

 

VISIT OUR WEBSITE  
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Partnering Organizations & Businesses 

 
Audubon Florida 

St. Petersburg Audubon Society​ ​  

Tampa Audubon Society​ ​ Pasco Audubon 

 
 

   Important Bird Areas in Florida​ ​  

   Great Florida Birding Trail​ ​ Wild Birds Unlimited Tampa 

   Florida Ornithological  Society​  
 
Moccasin Lake Nature Park 

Moccasin Lake Raptor Sanctuary 

Friends of Moccasin Lake 

 

  Pinellas Chapter FNPS​​ ​ Florida Herb Society 

  Safety Harbor Garden Club​ ​ Florida Botanical Gardens 

  Florida Suncoast Sierra Club 

 

   Friends of Dunedin Hammock​ ​

   Friends of Brooker Creek Preserve 

   Suncoast Herpetological Society, Inc. 

Tampa Bay Turtle & Tortoise Society 

Friends in Focus Photography Club​

Florida Young Birder’s Club & Florida Avian Conservation 
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https://www.moccasinlakeraptorsanctuary.org/
https://www.friendsofmoccasinlake.com/
https://pinellas.fnpschapters.org/
https://www.facebook.com/flherbsociety/
https://www.facebook.com/safetyharborgardenclubsafetyharborflorida/
https://www.flbgfoundation.org/
https://www.sierraclub.org/florida/suncoast
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fhammockpark.org%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR1BfneMsr4VITKBHYKhA91rQO1J4MqPP6P1nNEcpC-Mdm-GlHMnMQUVAP0&h=AT3HNwcP1jdmAYNFTqFDkYq42qFRmz_IUjfc_WbUmeps3XUO0EeqG2lxRmaUtMNYVGp3GjowAKkqiqQiNy9mlZCMql4ugze2CPyyGpRv8Zit-2Tj3GnMuzzR4TUnTWhqMYI
http://www.friendsofbrookercreekpreserve.org/
https://www.facebook.com/suncoastherpclub/
https://www.facebook.com/turtleclubflorida/
https://www.facebook.com/fifclearwater
https://floridaavianconservation.wordpress.com/florida-young-birders-club/
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