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Clearwater Audubon’s
2nd Annual Florida Feather Frenzy

BIRDATHON 2025

) Who's up for round two?
< Last year seven teams, comprising 22 birders
Clearwater Audubon Society ranging from ages 11 to 70, planned their perfect

The Birdathon's mission Is to enhance peopla’'s knowledge ana
anjoyment of birds through education, conservation and
rasearch

storm for peak migration birding. Teams from
Pinellas, Pasco, Hillsborough and Sarasota
$20 $100 - counties participated and crossed county lines in

: pursuit of a successful birdathon checklist. They
submitted a combined total of 59 checklists,
reporting 168 species total and raising nearly
bpinsora $2,000! Now we’re back!

Business Sponsof

Team Sponsor

| just love birds

REGISTER YOUR TEAM NOW [HERE]
Add $1.52 USD to halp cover the fees
You can support our Birdathon Beneficiaries
P Donate with PayPal with your contribution. Click the link HERE, enter
€ Dindtawith Dubit or Cradh Card b your donation amount, then select Team
. Sponsor, Business Sponsor or | just love birds.
On the next screen, you can enter a Team Name

if you choose to support one.

Learn more about the beneficiaries HERE.


https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdyKks9Q2o2vL_PXm6BsO9TYXftDgoYp6Cwxmh03mbf2Na21g/viewform
https://www.paypal.com/donate/?hosted_button_id=MPAVCZJ5F2TPQ
https://f3birdathon.wixsite.com/birdathon/beneficiaries

UPCOMING FIELD TRIPS
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Most trips are led by volunteer Clearwater Audubon Society leaders. Unless otherwise indicated, they are
free and open to the public. Please arrive 15 minutes prior to the scheduled meet time designated.

March 1st Monthly Bird Outing at Moccasin Lake Nature Park
Meet at 8:00am. Cuneyt Yilmaz 657-0803 Accessible with assistance

March 8th John Chesnut Park PRE- Picnic Walk
Meet at shelter 10 at 9:00am. Contact - Dale Goebel 510-1462

March 8th Picnic at John Chesnut Park
Bring a dish to share please. Shelter 10 at 11:30am Drinks, paper products & dessert
provided. Contact Dale Goebel 510-1462

March 15th Island Girl Cruises Homosassa River

Meet at Walgreens at the SW corner of Curlew Rd & US19 at 8am. Nesting birds. Limit 19
birders/cruisers, $12.50. Reservations required. Carpooling and gas $.

Leader - Dale Goebel 510-1462.

March 22nd Aripeka Sandhills Preserve
Meet at 18000 Aripeka Rd, Hudson, 34667 at 8:00am. Leader - Paul Trunk 430-0368

March 29th Brooker Creek Preserve
Meet at the kiosk at the parking lot at 8:30am. Leader - Cuneyt Yilmaz 657-0803

April 5th Monthly Bird Walk at Moccasin Lake Nature Park
Meet at 8:00am. Leader - TBA Accessible with assistance

April 12th Fred Howard Park
Migrants and shorebirds Meet on the park’s causeway SW corner before the beach at
7:30am. Leader- John Swenfurth (813) 390-4734

April 19th John Chesnut Park
Meet at shelter 6 at 8am. Guest Leaders - Rachael & Archer Woodams 813-601-0127

April 26th Ft. De Soto Park
Meet at the flagpole inside the gate at 7:30am. 3500 Pinellas Bayway S., Tierra Verde



33715 Guest Leader - Dave Goodwin (813) 481-8228

May 3rd Monthly Bird Outing at Moccasin Lake Nature Park
Meet at 8:00am. Leader - Madeleine Bohrer 748-6885 Accessible with assistance

Bird Banding Demonstrations at Hammock Park will be April 13th. Join Master Bander
Jim McGinity, Florida Avian Conservation, in Hammock Park for the birding banding
demonstration.

Visitors are welcome from 8am - noon to observe the migratory bird banding research
project. For details visit: floridaavianconservation.wordpress.com

PROGRAMS CALENDAR

Monthly meetings are held at Moccasin Lake Nature Park the 1st Monday of the month (unless a
holiday) from October to May. Meet & Greet at 6:30PM, Program begins at 7PM.
Previous programs on our YouTube channel.

March 3rd “Birding Texas” with Paul
Trunk

Texas offers some of the best birding in the
US. The talk will cover some of the special
birds of the Hill Country, Rio Grande Valley
and Big Bend NP.

@

MOCCASIN LAKE NATURE PARK:

April 7th Washington State’s own Shep Thorp “Birding Washington State”
Washington offers some great birding land or sea and some of the most scenic views in
the US.

May 5th Birds of Panama with Madeleine Bohrer
What do you get when you add 7 days + 12 friends + endless birds? A great trip to
Panama! Join us to share our experiences!


http://floridaavianconservation.wordpress.com/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCaraVF6oEy664y_XA5uvaqw

WELCOME 2025 CAS BOARD
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DALE GOEBEL DANA KERSTEWN SARA DURSEN MEICHELLE LONG ~ STEPHANIE WALL RROOY LARSEN CUNEYT YILMAZ

DEBORAH LASKIN (RANE WES DON PESOIA DYLAK JONES RARRASA HUNSKHER

Lonsepvaion through Education

Dear Members,

We are thrilled to announce the addition of four exceptional individuals to our Board of
Directors! Each of these new members brings a wealth of experience and a passion for
conservation that will be invaluable as we continue to advance our mission of
Conservation through Education.

Please join us in welcoming:

® Sara Durbin, Outreach/Education Chair: Sara brings a background in
conservation education and management, and extensive knowledge of local
ecosystems. She currently works at The Florida Aquarium in Conservation,
Habitat Restoration, Education & Communication. She graduated from Eckerd with
a Environmental Studies and Coastal Management degree. She will be applying



her passion for coastal management and marine science, and is eager to
contribute to environmental preservation efforts. We welcome her innovation to
our Outreach/Education position and for our program speakers as well. We hope
you will volunteer for an event with Sara in the future.

® Brody Larsen, Conservation Projects Committee: Works for Mitigation Banking
and has relevant experience in wildlife biology, environmental protection and
sustainable agriculture. Brody is well-versed in all aspects of wetland mitigation,
including environmental permitting, agency coordination, and technical report
authorship. His expertise also extends to field surveys, data collection, and site
maintenance, where he frequently participates to ensure that projects are
conducted accurately and efficiently. He will be a tremendous asset to our
organization and is eager to work alongside our members to achieve our goals.

® Dylan Jones, Conservation Projects Committee: We are delighted to welcome
Dylan, whose background in permitting, land restoration, field studies, which will
be crucial in helping us expand our reach and impact. He is an avid birder and
enjoys birding where few have had access.

® Barbara Hunsicker, Media/Newsletter Chair: Barbara’s passion for birding goes
hand in hand with her love of photography. Barbara Hunsicker and her family
moved to Clearwater at the end of 2023. A couple of months later, her birding
journey began as she took daily walks in her neighborhood’s little park and
noticed a rich diversity of avian activity. She attended her first Audubon bird walk
in March 2024, led by Madeleine Bohrer at Moccasin Lake, which then launched
her into an unabashed obsession with all things birds! She manages social media
for other businesses and is excited to bring her talents to Clearwater Audubon.

We are confident that these talented individuals will provide invaluable leadership
and guidance as we work together to protect and preserve our natural resources.

||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||

BOOKKEEPER VOLUNTEER NEEDED
Our Treasurer seeks assistance with bookkeeping and monthly balancing.
Your skills would be very helpful. Please reach out to

http://www.clearwateraudubonsociety.org/board.html or email
clearwateraudubonsociety@gmail.com

NEW ADDRESS: PO Box 14006 Clearwater, FL 33766



http://www.clearwateraudubonsociety.org/board.html?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR1S6an-QIFUHDmHvHzj5mqa189BFvey8p9gYx2xMTNHvi5ieWK0ZLe3Wng_aem_ARCaRAJrUQHvBldg0g53XA29nsik7oZ1B_wziqzOluh7zc8_-_A7X93Bl2Pa6fvYUiXVCly_TPg5ROfAu4ucZioC
mailto:clearwateraudubonsociety@gmail.com

.. LIFE OF CONSERVATION ...

Joan Brigham

1924-2025

A mentor to many and a friend to
all, Joan Brigham passed away
on January 12, 2025.
She and her husband Richard

were instrumental in  the

formation of the Friends of Moccasin Lake. Joan was active in the Eagle Watch
program. She started the monthly bird walks at MLNP.

She served on the board of Clearwater Audubon and was a trip leader on
many of the walks. Joan taught many of us about birds and bird songs. She
was exceptional in her ability to teach and explain everything about nature.
She loved being outside. She left an indelible impression on the lives of a
great many people, many of whom would become notable in the birding
world. Her love was outdoor education. Her career was spent in her home
state of Michigan especially Fenner Nature Center where she was the Head
Naturalist. Joan unraveled the mystery of nature for everyone she taught. She

was a beautiful soul and will be dearly missed.

Written by: Paul Trunk



VP CONSERVATION KIM BEGAY
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Wild bird rescuer Kim Begay speaks to the media at the entrance to Honeymoon Island State Park in
August, where people spoke against the “Great Outdoors Initiative” proposal to add golf courses,
hotels, pickleball courts and other developments to nine Florida state parks.

[ DOUGLAS R. CLIFFORD | Times Article]

We are proud to represent and fight for our Florida State Parks and other conservation
land. Your voices mattered as well as Kim’s in the effort to save our parks from
development that would damage their ecosystems. Not everyone can volunteer to speak,
protest or lobby stakeholders, but those of you who wrote emails and made calls are of
equal value to the process! We appreciate you all for contributing to this worthy effort.

Senate Environmental and Natural Resources Committee: State Park Bill

Members of the committee adopted an amendment that improved the bill and voted
unanimously to advance SB 80, Land Management, sponsored by Sen. Gayle Harrell (R-
Stuart).

The bill protects state parks from unwise development. According to Sen. Harrell, the bill
would “make sure that we are preserving our state parks for what they were originally
intended.” Audubon Florida Senior Director of Policy Beth Alvi testified in committee, is
supportive of this bill, and will continue working with the sponsor as the bill makes its way
through the legislative process.

This bi-partisan bill—co-sponsored by Sen. Jennifer Bradley (R-Fleming Island), Sen. Don
Gaetz (R-Pensacola), and Sen. Carlos G. Smith (D-Orlando)—has two more committee stops
in the Senate. The House companion bill HB 209 is sponsored by Rep. John Snyder (R-
Stuart).


https://www.tampabay.com/news/florida-politics/2025/02/11/florida-state-parks-latest-golf-courses-pickleball-legislature/

Cypress Point Park Brown Boobys

Bob Lane

Cypress Point Park, Hillsborough, Florida, US
Jan 27,2025 10:00 AM - 10:45 AM

Protocol: Traveling 0.2 mile(s)

Checklist Comments: Brown Booby
scope observation from the bluff with my
wife Denise. A sunny hazy sixty-five
degrees. Super low tide in Upper Tampa

Bay. Sub-adult Booby highlight!

Brown Booby 14

On their usual sign structures. (6+3+5).
Amazing and a first for this location for us
was 4 sub-adults with 2 white bellied
adults on the southernmost sign, in the
direction of the crane booms. Recently

monitoring the Boobys since the

beginning of November, we have had no sub-adults sightings until this past Saturday. We had

a single with an adult off The Gulf Pier at Fort Desoto. The mystery is: where did they come

from? And why now! We have recorded other sub-adults in other years. Brown Boobys have

been present in Tampa Bay since basically August of 2016 after Hurricane Hermine. So they

can usually be found in portions of Tampa Bay: including Pinellas, Hillsborough, and Manatee

Counties.

Brown boobies (Sula leucogaster) are not considered migratory birds, but they do disperse to
sea after breeding. They may also make forays into U.S. waters when prey is scarce.
https://www.allaboutbirds.org/guide/Brown_Booby/overview



https://www.allaboutbirds.org/guide/Brown_Booby/overview

Eagle Watch Report

Louise Roy, Eagle Watch Coordinator for Pinellas County

Livedye Ripy 2AQA- - T —

Results of last year’s Eagle Watch :

16 Nest failed
7 Nest that are active did not nest at all

One adult and two eaglets perished due to rodenticide

4 Eaglets perished in nest

43 Eaglets successfully fledged from 24 Nest

Was a rough year losing my favorite Eagle and his eaglets to rodenticide. Secondary to a

person putting out pellets to get rid of squirrels.

Audubon EagleWatch deploys boots on the ground and eyes in the field to monitor and protect
more than 1,500 nesting pairs of Bald Eagle in our state.

Be an EagleWatcher
If you are interested in participating in this Community Science program, click here to receive
information on joining our team or email the Program Manager at eaglewatch@audubon.org.



Your Clearwater Audubon Society Board

Executive Committee: Committee Chairs:

Dale Goebel Community Outreach: Sara Durbin
Dana Kerstein Conservation Projects: Dana Kerstein
Méichelle Long Field Trips: Dale Goebel

Cuneyt Yilmaz Media/Newsletter: Barabra Hunsicker

Membership: Cuneyt Yilmaz
Webmaster: Méichelle Long

Officers: Board Members at Large: Sub-Committees:

VP Conservation: Kim Begay Mardy Hornsby CBC: Bill Kaempfer
Treasurer: Deborah Larkin Diane Ives, Don Peccia Eagle Watch: Louise Roy
Secretary: Stephanie Hall IP President: John Hood Finance: Don Peccia

Join the Board or a Committee

Becoming a member of a nonprofit organization's board can be a meaningful way to explore how your
experience and expertise can be applied in the nonprofit sector at the governance level, and ultimately, how
your experience and expertise can help advance a nonprofit organization's social impact. Please take a few
moments to read Audubon’s statement of Equity, Diversity, Inclusion & Belonging and the Board Member
Expectations. Board members meet on the last Monday of each month. Monthly general membership
meetings (open to the public) are the first Monday of the month unless otherwise noted.

To view a list of available positions on the board or on a committee, please view this document. Complete
the Board Interest Survey here.

Clearwater Audubon Society, Inc.
*NEW PO Box 14006 Clearwater, FL 33766 EIN 59-6177460

http://clearwateraudubonsociety.org
Supporting our community since 1959
Our Motto: Conservation through Education

We represent Audubon Society members in Northern Pinellas County and provide services to all who are
interested. free local field trips with expert birders; inexpensive extended field trips within the US and to other
locales, free monthly programs, volunteer & networking opportunities within the local conservation community;
scholarships to local summer camps and speakers for a variety of classrooms and groups.

Membership Information
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https://www.audubon.org/about/edi
https://drive.google.com/open?id=17-je2LytEQIGLNJ1BvNiYyojWrNtyulGhY182in5Zf4
https://drive.google.com/open?id=17-je2LytEQIGLNJ1BvNiYyojWrNtyulGhY182in5Zf4
http://clearwateraudubonsociety.org/docs/GetonBoard.pdf
http://clearwateraudubonsociety.org/docs/GetonBoard.pdf
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/VJWKJFV
http://clearwateraudubonsociety.org/
http://clearwateraudubonsociety.org/membership.html

~ Register now for
- C_GLEARWATER AUDUBON'S
STATE-WIDE BIRDATHON

April 2025 24 hrs

birding window of your choice

/
K
BIRDING DONATION
TEAMS BENEFICIARIES PARTY
2-4 BIRDERS CONSERVATION PRIZES & GLORY

Important Dates:

E E Team Registration Open through March 31, 2025
¥ Statewide Birdathon Window: April 1-30, 2025
Fundraising Deadline: May 10, 2025
E_ Celebration Luncheon at Brooker Creek Preserve: May 17, 2025

Event Sponsors

A~
HIE W WY e

Suncoast Group Wild Poe VUnliwited voORTEX Creek Preserve
s

.....
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Celebrate Earth Day at Moccasin - Saturda

Lake Nature Park with April 26, 2025
presentations, arts & crafts, * 10 A.M. - 3 P.M.
authors, tours, food, games and : Free Event

music! See you there!!

This is a family friendly, smoke-free
park, which also includes e-
cigarettes. Only service dogs are
allowed in the park. No other pets
please!

MOCCASIN LARE NATURE PARK

2750 Park Trail Lane, 33759
(727) 562-4315, press 1

Looking to volunteer? We have a table at this event. Please contact Sara to volunteer!
outreach@clearwateraudubonsociety.org
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mailto:outreach@clearwateraudubonsociety.org

Partnering Organizations & Businesses

P o

?x Audubon Florida

— St. Petersburg Audubon Society

Tampa Audubon Society Pasco Audubon

Audfﬁion

Important Bird Areas in Florida

Great Florida Birding Trail Wild Birds Unlimited Tampa

Florida Ornithological Society

Moccasin Lake Nature Park

Moccasin Lake Raptor Sanctuary

Friends of Moccasin Lake

MOUCASIN LAKE NATURE PARK

Pinellas Chapter ENPS Florida Herb Society

Safety Harbor Garden Club Florida Botanical Gardens

Florida Suncoast Sierra Club

Friends of Dunedin Hammock

<7 2, Friends of Brooker Creek Preserve

w Suncoast Herpetological Society, Inc.
v Tampa Bay Turtle & Tortoise Society

Friends in Focus Photoaraphy Club

Florida Young Birder’s Club & Florida Avian Conservation

Florida Avian
Conservation
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http://fl.audubon.org/
http://www.stpeteaudubon.org/
https://www.tampaaudubon.org/
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.westpascoaudubon.com%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR3q47dsyxd210qjHQ--svEc1MOFb8TtdRS7AUGdUdyr_2VU3b7hjluhSCQ_aem_ARAn0Mcr0Jl4mONevfl6b0sCWwYvZ7e7YvJ5YR96JC1YVQVk-gZQNeitvNhyj0rhMOrUodjYF_8pz60_jlNdMfdb&h=AT2WNDv9B1vW2RhYXkGgtuYmL3kFWSiWH1VUQzc1PXdwvMhQryDGSM-b-k0nTZdBOtLHXUIC5DWGwWyd9TMlRUfuWpoF56aThUfJ9Pv9Ajh32bfzZCHnt8r-LeLvCkga00k_UPbz3DRrQdDcyh2u8Q
https://fl.audubon.org/conservation/important-bird-areas
http://floridabirdingtrail.com/
https://tampa.wbu.com/
http://fosbirds.org/
https://www.myclearwaterparks.com/facilities/facilities-amenities-locator/moccasin-lake-environmental-education-center
https://www.moccasinlakeraptorsanctuary.org/
https://www.friendsofmoccasinlake.com/
https://pinellas.fnpschapters.org/
https://www.facebook.com/flherbsociety/
https://www.facebook.com/safetyharborgardenclubsafetyharborflorida/
https://www.flbgfoundation.org/
https://www.sierraclub.org/florida/suncoast
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fhammockpark.org%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR1BfneMsr4VITKBHYKhA91rQO1J4MqPP6P1nNEcpC-Mdm-GlHMnMQUVAP0&h=AT3HNwcP1jdmAYNFTqFDkYq42qFRmz_IUjfc_WbUmeps3XUO0EeqG2lxRmaUtMNYVGp3GjowAKkqiqQiNy9mlZCMql4ugze2CPyyGpRv8Zit-2Tj3GnMuzzR4TUnTWhqMYI
http://www.friendsofbrookercreekpreserve.org/
https://www.facebook.com/suncoastherpclub/
https://www.facebook.com/turtleclubflorida/
https://www.facebook.com/fifclearwater
https://floridaavianconservation.wordpress.com/florida-young-birders-club/

