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Clearwater Audubon’s
Letter of Appreciation to

DR. LYNN SUMERSON

On behalf of the entire Clearwater Audubon
Society, | want to express our deepest gratitude to
Lynn Sumerson for his many years of dedicated
service.

Your passion for protecting bird habitats and
inspiring young minds has been an invaluable asset
to our mission. Your wisdom, guidance, and
unwavering support have been a constant source of
encouragement.

Thank you for making such a profound difference in
~ our community. Your unique humor, expansive
knowledge of warblers, and engaging "ear-side
manner" have made you a truly exceptional bird
walk leader and storyteller. You will be deeply
missed by all of us at Clearwater Audubon.

We wish you all the best in your new location and hope you continue to enjoy many
wonderful birding adventures.

-Meichelle Long, CAS Board Member



UPCOMING FIELD TRIPS

Most trips are led by volunteer Clearwater Audubon Society leaders. Unless otherwise indicated, they are
free and open to the public. Please arrive 15 minutes prior to the scheduled meet time designated.

January 4th Monthly Bird Outing at Moccasin Lake Nature Park
Meet at 8:00am Leader - Lynn Sumerson 215-7477 Accessible with assistance

January 11th Myakka River State Park

Meet at the Wal-Mart at 2677 Roosevelt Blvd. at 7:30am. Carpooling, bring gas $$ and lunch.
Myakka State Park 13208 State Road 72, Sarasota 34241 Guest Leader - Holley Short (352)
455-8993

January 18th Possum Branch Preserve
Mulberry trees, great migrants. Meet at the gated entrance just south of Curlew Rd. on McMullen
Booth Rd. at 8:00am. Leader - Paul Trunk 430-0368

January 25th Lake Belleview
Meet 8AM at the Ross Norton Rec. Center at 1426 S. Martin Luther King Jr. Ave, Clearwater,
33756. Leader - Steve Aversa 218-7938

February 1st Monthly Bird Outing at Moccasin Lake Nature Park
Meet at 8:00am Leader - Cuneyt Yilmaz 657-0803 Accessible with assistance

February 8th Traveler’s Resort a Pasco HOT SPOT

Tanagers, Sandhill Cranes, Painted Buntings, sparrows, Red-headed Woodpeckers, etc. Meet at
Walgreens at the SW corner of Curlew Rd & US19 at 7:00am. Coleader - Nicky Armstrong
286-1981

February 15th Largo Central Park Nature Preserve
Meet at 8:00am at the park at 150 Highland Ave N, Largo, 33770. Co-Leaders — Linda McLean
Haviland 492-6029 and Mary Anne McLean

February 22nd The Celery Fields

Purple Martins, Painted Buntings, bitterns, and more. Meet at the Wal-Mart 2677 Roosevelt Blvd.
at 7:30am. Carpooling, bring gas $$ and lunch. Celery Fields 999 Center Road, Sarasota, 34240
at 8:30am. Leader - Dale Goebel 510-1462



PROGRAMS CALENDAR

Monthly meetings are held at Moccasin Lake Nature Park the 1st Monday of the month (unless a holiday)
from October to May. Meet & Greet at 6:30PM, Program begins at 7PM. Previous programs on our YouTube
channel.

TOM & LINDSEY BELL
JANUARY 6TH @ 7PM January 6th “Birds of Alaska” with Tom &

Lindsey Bell Alaska: Denali NP Arctic
National Wildlife Refuge, SE Alaska, Prince
William Sound and the Anchorage area.

THE BELLS SHARE ANOTHER ONE OF THEIR BREATHTAKING
ADVENTURES FROM WILD ALASKA.

MOCCASIN LAKE NATURE PARK

MARIANNE KOROSY, PHD

February 3rd "Cuba and Its Endemic Birds"
with Marianne Korosy, PhD Cuba has 28
WY WYYDRYE cndemic bird species together with a

ENDEMIC number of West Indian endemics. The
BIRDS presentation will cover endemics and their
habitats together with some of the sights

and people living in  present-day

FEBRUARY 3RD @ 7PM
MOCCASIN LAKE NATURE PARK contemporary Cuba.

Nice job!
Your email is scheduled.

Be sure to subscribe to the Wing Beat to receive all the latest information for upcoming
field trips, programs & events!


https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCaraVF6oEy664y_XA5uvaqw

2024 CBC REPORT

Cuneuyt Yilmaz & Bill Kaempfer

Saturday, December 21st marked the 49th North Pinellas Christmas Bird Count.
Christmas counts are conducted by Audubon clubs and bird groups all over the US,
Canada, Mexico and Central America with a 125-year history extending back to 1900.
CBCs are bird censuses that take place in defined areas--each CBC is in a circle that is 15
miles in diameter. Close to 2,000 CBCs are conducted every year.

The North Pinellas CBC covers almost all of Pinellas County north of Gulf-to-Bay. The
count circle is broken down into about 20 different blocks and a team of 1 to 7 birders
conducts its own census in its specified area. The North Pinellas count usually records a
species total in the upper 150s to low 160s which is one of the top totals in the US east of
the Mississippi.

However, 2024 had its challenges. Our fall storms degraded a lot of habitat, reduced
access in some areas, and changed the entire geography of the county, especially along
the Gulf shore. But we still succeeded in having a great count.

65 birders participated in the 2024 North Pinellas CBC, and they recorded a total of 153
species. Add in about seven species that were found in the few days before and after
December 21st, and our total for count-week ends up at 160, or about average.

During the count, those 65 birders walked over 109 miles during over 125 hours of
counting. We also logged over 70 miles birding by car plus 12 miles by boat. We even
birded from the top of the Mobbly Bayou Wilderness Preserve’s zip line (although | can't
say any birds were actually counted while zipping!)

Our far and away rarest bird was a Western Tanager discovered at Philippe Park. This
gorgeous tanager that breeds in the Rocky Mountains is occasionally seen in the winter
in Florida, but this was a North Pinellas CBC first record. It was one of thirteen species
for which only a single individual was observed this year.

The most abundant species counted was American Robin at 2,238, comfortably ahead of
Fish Crow with 2,058. The only other species with more than 1,000 counted were
Redheads and White Ibis. Palm Warbler was the most widespread species, seen on 73 of
the 125 checklists submitted by our counters. Turkey Vulture was in second place having
been recorded on 64 checklists.



BIRDING FESTIVALS

Everglades Birding Festival, Davie
Jan. 16 - 20, 2025
https://www.evergladesbirdingfestival.com/

Festival of Birds, Rookery Bay, Naples
Jan. 16 - 20, 2025
https://rookerybay.org/events/festival-of-birds/

Space Coast Birding And Wildlife Festival, Cape Canaveral
January 22 — 26, 2025
https://scbwa.net/

Raptor Fest, Boyd Hill Nature Preserve
Saturday, February 1, 2025 [ 10:00 am - 4:00 pm
https://friendsofboydhillnaturepreserve.wildapricot.org/Raptor Fest

RAPTOR

ARY 1 2025 10:00 AM - 4:00 PM

FEBRU

Burrowing Owl Festival, Cape Coral
February 22, 2025
https://ccfriendsofwildlife.org/



https://www.evergladesbirdingfestival.com/
https://rookerybay.org/events/festival-of-birds/
https://scbwa.net/
https://friendsofboydhillnaturepreserve.wildapricot.org/Raptor_Fest
https://friendsofboydhillnaturepreserve.wildapricot.org/Raptor_Fest
https://ccfriendsofwildlife.org/
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OUTREACH VOLUNTEER NEEDED

We develop our list of speakers by committee. We need someone to schedule the
speakers, confirm their speaking dates, update a spreadsheet with the information
and share the speakers with our membership.

FINANCE VOLUNTEER NEEDED

Our Treasurer seeks assistance with bookkeeping and monthly balancing. Your skills
would be very helpful.

MEDIA VOLUNTEER NEEDED

Your skills with a keyboard & love of birds are a great start! We need someone to
publish our newsletter and help with social media.

To view a full list of all positions on the board or on a committee, please view BOARD
POSITIONS on http://www.clearwateraudubonsociety.org/board.html or email
clearwateraudubonsociety@gmail.com


http://www.clearwateraudubonsociety.org/board.html?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR1S6an-QIFUHDmHvHzj5mqa189BFvey8p9gYx2xMTNHvi5ieWK0ZLe3Wng_aem_ARCaRAJrUQHvBldg0g53XA29nsik7oZ1B_wziqzOluh7zc8_-_A7X93Bl2Pa6fvYUiXVCly_TPg5ROfAu4ucZioC

EXPANDING OUR COMMUNITY

Clearwater Audubon Members & Friends
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We're a big family!

It's our end of year Members & Friends graph that shows how we represent the area. We
only are showing our Florida folks here, but there are some of you in other states and

also in Canada! This makes 1,132 bird-lovers in our flock! LN

Join us! Become a Member

L)
L S
““Audubon

Membership in National Audubon includes
membership in Audubon of Florida and Clearwater

We're in a race against time — to give birds a fighting chance in a changing world,
Your support will help secure the future for birds at risk from climate change,
habitat loss, and other threats.

Audubon. In addition, you will receive the (Omwom,, ) (Om“m ) <@Justthisom>

award-winning National Audubon magazine.
NOTE: You can join or renew for $20, but you must — — —
-
ONETIME ONETIME *

enter that amount. See graphic right.


https://action.audubon.org/support/join-today?ms=digital-fund-web-website_nas-join_dropdown-20190200_become_a_member

NEW MEMBERS TO THE FLOCK

Johanne Clement
Margo Pfleger
Robert Gloeckner
Rhonda Bell
Sharon Smith
Amy Summers
Eva Svenson
Denise Steel
Deborah Levin
Donald Herting
Susan Brandon
David Conley
Cara Lynch
Michael Thomas
Jane Dodson
Patti Boylan
Dorothy Mayer
Kathleen Burkhardt
Jennifer Munro
Mary O'Connell
MaryCarol Audy
Roberta Guilfoile
Thomas Greisch
Dawn Jablonski
Deborah Dyer
Linn Strickler
Lysa Buonanno
George Hecht
Barbara Farina
Jennifer Storm
Jerry F Richards
Theresa Smith
Sheila Cerjanec
Janice Caine
Joann Schnetzer
Jocelyn Gaure

Lorenzo Lamarca
Stephen Schafer
Lucy Costa
Robert Stetson
Judy Koontz
Thomas McCroskey
Mary Miglino
Charles Vreeland
Cathy Luthin
John Rice

Cheryl Adams
Pamela Granoff
Kathleen Radler
Bonnie Adlam
Laura Collum
Jackie Yost
Michael Morrissey
Donald Winkleblech
Pamela Moniz
Linda Rio
Colleen Thomas
Patricia Chada
Sandy Gutshall
Marcia Stoller
Charlie Rumpel
Tim Kay

Carol Kachele
Sandra Geres

Al Todd

Jane Hoffman
Douglas Pennell
Michelle Roberge
Ellen Blakely
Stacey Talerico
Dee Dee Morris
Lori Allison

John Plummer

Mary Ann Littrell
Albert Broseghini

Ron Girard

Doug &Peggy Shoulders
Barbara Dobron

Paris Harger

Katherine Smith

Lisa Katz-Durham
Charles Titcombe
Douglas Hall

Jennifer DeCory

Linda Higgins

Eric & Mariette Stratton
Harvey Ganong

Louis Williams

Cindy McGregor

Hugh Wyllie

Jerold Taxon

Marie Eide

Cherie Boehlow
Cynthia Marks

Michele Roberge

Viki Etheredge

Alice Malacara

Dennis McDermott
Michael Schuman

Zita Savage

Diane Ingram

Rebecca Futral-Anderson




Your Clearwater Audubon Society Board

Executive Committee: Committee Chairs:

Dale Goebel Conservation Projects: Dana Kerstein
Lynn Sumerson Field Trips: Dale Goebel

Méichelle Long Communication/Media: Position Available
Cuneyt Yilmaz Membership: Cuneyt Yilmaz

Newsletter/Webmaster: Position Available
Community Outreach: Position Available

Officers: Board Members at Large: Sub-Committees:

VP Conservation: Kim Begay Mardy Hornsby CBC: Bill Kaempfer
Treasurer: Deborah Larkin Diane Ives, Don Peccia Eagle Watch: Louise Roy
Secretary: Stephanie Hall IP President: John Hood Finance: Don Peccia

Join the Board or a Committee

Becoming a member of a nonprofit organization's board can be a meaningful way to explore how your
experience and expertise can be applied in the nonprofit sector at the governance level, and ultimately,
how your experience and expertise can help advance a nonprofit organization's social impact. Please take
a few moments to read Audubon’s statement of Equity, Diversity, Inclusion & Belonging and the Board
Member Expectations. Board members meet on the last Monday of each month. Monthly general
membership meetings (open to the public) are the first Monday of the month unless otherwise noted.

To view a list of available positions on the board or on a committee, please view this document. Complete

the Board Interest Survey here.

Clearwater Audubon Society, Inc.
P.O. Box 97 Clearwater Florida 33757  EIN 59-6177460

http://clearwateraudubonsociety.or
Supporting our community since 1959
Our Motto: Conservation through Education

We represent Audubon Society members in Northern Pinellas County and provide services to all who are
interested: free local field trips with expert birders; inexpensive extended field trips within the US and to other
locales, free monthly programs, volunteer & networking opportunities within the local conservation community;
scholarships to local summer camps and speakers for a variety of classrooms and groups.

Membership Information

VISIT OUR WEBSITE



https://www.audubon.org/about/edi
https://drive.google.com/open?id=17-je2LytEQIGLNJ1BvNiYyojWrNtyulGhY182in5Zf4
https://drive.google.com/open?id=17-je2LytEQIGLNJ1BvNiYyojWrNtyulGhY182in5Zf4
http://clearwateraudubonsociety.org/docs/GetonBoard.pdf
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/VJWKJFV
http://clearwateraudubonsociety.org/
http://clearwateraudubonsociety.org/membership.html
http://www.clearwateraudubonsociety.org/

Partnering Organizations & Businesses

Audubon Florida

St. Petersburg Audubon Society
Tampa Audubon Society Pasco Audubon
Audubon

Important Bird Areas in Florida
Great Florida Birding Trail Wild Birds Unlimited Tampa

Florida Ornithological Society

Moccasin Lake Nature Park

Moccasin Lake Raptor Sanctuary
Friends of Moccasin Lake

MOCCASIN LAKE NATURE PARK

Pinellas Chapter FNPS Florida Herb Society
Safety Harbor Garden Club Florida Botanical Gardens

Florida Suncoast Sierra Club

Friends of Dunedin Hammock

=7 -, Friends of Brooker Creek Preserve

w Suncoast Herpetological Society, Inc.
v Tampa Bay Turtle & Tortoise Society
Friends in Focus Photography Club

Florida Young Birder’s Club & Florida Avian Conservation

Florida Avian
Conservation

Conservation through
Research and Education
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http://fl.audubon.org/
http://www.stpeteaudubon.org/
https://www.tampaaudubon.org/
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.westpascoaudubon.com%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR3q47dsyxd210qjHQ--svEc1MOFb8TtdRS7AUGdUdyr_2VU3b7hjluhSCQ_aem_ARAn0Mcr0Jl4mONevfl6b0sCWwYvZ7e7YvJ5YR96JC1YVQVk-gZQNeitvNhyj0rhMOrUodjYF_8pz60_jlNdMfdb&h=AT2WNDv9B1vW2RhYXkGgtuYmL3kFWSiWH1VUQzc1PXdwvMhQryDGSM-b-k0nTZdBOtLHXUIC5DWGwWyd9TMlRUfuWpoF56aThUfJ9Pv9Ajh32bfzZCHnt8r-LeLvCkga00k_UPbz3DRrQdDcyh2u8Q
https://fl.audubon.org/conservation/important-bird-areas
http://floridabirdingtrail.com/
https://tampa.wbu.com/
http://fosbirds.org/
https://www.myclearwaterparks.com/facilities/facilities-amenities-locator/moccasin-lake-environmental-education-center
https://www.moccasinlakeraptorsanctuary.org/
https://www.friendsofmoccasinlake.com/
https://pinellas.fnpschapters.org/
https://www.facebook.com/flherbsociety/
https://www.facebook.com/safetyharborgardenclubsafetyharborflorida/
https://www.flbgfoundation.org/
https://www.sierraclub.org/florida/suncoast
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fhammockpark.org%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR1BfneMsr4VITKBHYKhA91rQO1J4MqPP6P1nNEcpC-Mdm-GlHMnMQUVAP0&h=AT3HNwcP1jdmAYNFTqFDkYq42qFRmz_IUjfc_WbUmeps3XUO0EeqG2lxRmaUtMNYVGp3GjowAKkqiqQiNy9mlZCMql4ugze2CPyyGpRv8Zit-2Tj3GnMuzzR4TUnTWhqMYI
http://www.friendsofbrookercreekpreserve.org/
https://www.facebook.com/suncoastherpclub/
https://www.facebook.com/turtleclubflorida/
https://www.facebook.com/fifclearwater
https://floridaavianconservation.wordpress.com/florida-young-birders-club/

