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CHECKLISTRESOLUTION

New Year = New Birding Goals. Take Inspiration from others:

Why I'm a Birder

Take flight with Audubon

Mya-Rose Craig (Birdgirl)

This early birder wants to be the next David Attenborough,
but not before she sees 5,400 birds.

J. Drew Lanham

For ornithologist Drew Lanham, it started with the (in)ability to fly.

Read their stories (you can click their name or photo) and more here: https://www.audubon.org/tag/why-im-birder



https://www.audubon.org/news/the-little-twitcher-who-could
https://www.audubon.org/news/the-freedom-bird
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FSA NEWS >>> John Hood & Holley Short Partner Spotlight

December 2018 Wrack Line Newsletter
Florida Fish & Wildlife Conservation Commission sent this bulletin at 12/01/2018 09:00 AM EST

FSA News

Partner Spotlight: John Hood of the
Suncoast Shorebird Partnership

John Hood, past president of Clearwater
Audubon Society, has been a key partner of
the Florida Shaorebird Alliance within the
Suncoast Shorebird Partnership since 2008,
For the last 10 years, he monitored beaches
and rooftops for nesting and has been an
important player for the stewardship program
on Three Rooker Island, part of the Anclote
Key Preserve system.
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In 2008, John began helping with the monitoring of rooftop-nesting least tern colonies.
Awvailable day and night, he has assisted with chick-checking by placing tiny tern chicks
back onto the roof with their parents. He helpad design tools for volunteers to easily and
safely put those chicks back up onto the roof. John was also a driving force behind the
roofiop banding program for least terns in Pinellas County, which has helped answer the
guestion, "Have we put up 100 different chicks or 1 chick 100 times?" He also put in
hours in the scorching sun to chick-proof rocftops where chicks were prone fto falling off.

IWMoving off of the rooftops, John has also done incredible work for the shorebirds and
seabirds nesting on Pinellas County beaches. He bagan monitoring beaches for nesting
birds in 2009 in north Pinellas County. John has installed posting around countless
colonies on both municipal beaches and on state-owned Three Rooker Island. On Three
Fooker, he helped develop the Bird Stewardship Program for the multiple colonial
species that use the island for nesting and raising their chicks. He has spent just about
every weekend during the hot summer months transporting volunteers to the island and
ensuring the safety of the birds.

Mot only is John “for the birds”, he's also for the volunteers and bird lovers. He has been
the glue that has held the Suncoast Shorebird Partnership together, particularly in its
earliest years, giving talks that are both thoughtful and insightful (and often funnyl). He is
continuously appreciative of all volunteers, coming up with "awards" and other things that
made everyone feel good about their efforts. Thank you, John, for your countless effarts.
The Suncoast Shorebird Partnership is lucky to have a partner like John Hood|

{photo: John Hood and Haolley Short of Audubon Florida)
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Supporting our community since 1959  Our Motto: Conservation through Education
For more information call us at 727-442-9140

We represent Audubon Society members in Northern Pinellas County and provide services to all who are interested:
free local field trips with expert birders; inexpensive extended field trips within the US and to other locales, free
monthly programs, volunteer & networking opportunities within the local conservation community; scholarships to

local summer camps and speakers for a variety of classrooms and groups.
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Monthly Meetings

October — May
The first Monday of each month at Moccasin Lake Nature Park:
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(Unless otherwise noted)

Pinellas County Birding Checklist

JOIN US FOR OUR NEXT MEETING
First Monday of the Month unless otherwise noted.
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SURPRISESAT FORT DE SOTO
Madeleine Bohrer, CAS Treasurer

As with any bird walk, one never knows what is going to be around each corner, up in a tree, behind

abush, or soaring in the sky. That is part of the appeal—the joy of the hunt!

Our late October walk to Fort de Soto had a few thrills and surprises before we even entered the

park. It is always mandatory to scan the ponds on the west side of the Pinellas Bayway and it paid

off: we had five Ring-necked ducks—one male, the rest female—bobbing in the water, preening in
the morning breeze. Lovely! Then we heard the chittering of a Kingfisher—a beautiful female

skimming the water like a Black Skimmer! Great start for the day.

Continuing down the road, there is a small boat ramp between the toll booths with a beautiful view

of the lagoons to the west—never forget to turn your head at this spot because you just might see

something amazing. How about one to two thousand White Pelicans? Ti our estimate—many
were right by th
would lazily lift themselves into the air but most were in the water. 1

from their trek from the north. We could have stood there all day:

te and Brown Pelicans,

Forster’s Terns, Royal Terns, Laughing Gulls—a beautiful flurry of peaceful activity with the sun
slowly rising behind us.

(cont. pg 2.)
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YOUTUBE >>> Watching a Penguin Revolution in Antarctica
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T LabofOrnithology
Uploaded on Dec 21, 2015
One species of penguin is replacing another on the Antarctic Peninsula as it undergoes some of the fastest
warming on the planet. Cornell Lab of Ornithology science editor Hugh Powell describes the long boat journey
required to reach the research outpost of Palmer Station, and what scientists have discovered about Adelie and Gentoo
penguins of the region. Read the full magazine story at All About Birds: http://bit.ly/1V3Mh6n

CLIMATE NEWS >>> Shutdown Stalls Red Tide Tracking

By Carlos R. Munoz, Staff Writer
Posted Jan 3, 2019 at 5:19 PM, Updated at 8:26 AM

Satellite imagery used to track the harmful algal bloom has gone dark until the shutdown ends.

SARASOTA — While red tide levels have become nearly undetectable in Sarasota and Manatee County waters,
scientists are struggling to monitor the harmful algal bloom that began 16 months ago, in 2017.

Due to the government shutdown, experts have been unable since Dec. 22 to use weather satellites operated by
the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Association to determine the significance of algal patches off the west
coast of Florida.

Read more: Complete coverage of red tide in Southwest Florida

More than 800,000 federal workers have been furloughed.

zzzzzzzzzzzz
ENT

Visitors trickled on and off Siesta Beach on Monday, Dec. 17, 2018. Blustery winds and temperatures in the 60s were ideal for beach
walking, but few beachgoers were in the Gulf water, where red tide has been present since October 2017. Recent water samples show
very low counts of the red tide organism, Karenia brevis, at area beaches. [Herald-Tribune staff photo / Carlos R. Munoz]


https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC5Lz88Rt3GT75YT2ORAmaMQ
https://www.youtube.com/redirect?q=http%3A%2F%2Fbit.ly%2F1V3Mh6n&redir_token=AWV7GpwWInprvDsVnMxxVX5CnxR8MTU0NjcyNzk0MUAxNTQ2NjQxNTQx&event=video_description&v=sPnWOS5q1lY
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https://youtu.be/sPnWOS5q1lY

UPCOMING EVENTS >>> January & February Field Trips

Bird Walk

e Monthly Bird Walk at Moccasin Lake Nature Park Meet at 8:00am
* Leader - Madeleine Bohrer (727) 748-6885

Afternoon Chinsegut Wildlife Area

» Sandhill Cranes, bluebirds, red-headed woodpeckers, warblers, hawks, BATS at DUSK and much more.
* Meet at Walgreens at the corner of US19 and Curlew Rd. on the SW corner at 2pm. Dinner on the way back.
» Leader - Dale Goebel (727) 510-1462

Emerson Point/Felts Preserve
e Follow the shell path over wetlands, mangroves and through an oak hammock at Emerson Point then we
will visit nearby Felts Nature Preserve, which is a good place to see wintering Painted Buntings.

* Meet at the Wal-Mart 2677 Roosevelt Blvd. at 7:30am. Carpooling, bring gas $S
e Leader- Jim McGinity (727) 667-2926

I 7 /[ M T2mpa Bay History Center
e “A History of Conservation: A Bird’s Eye View” 1pm - 5pm Florida Audubon Exhibit at the Tampa Bay
History Center. Meet at the Wal-Mart 2677 Roosevelt Blvd. NW corner of the parking lot. Cost $15

e Leader - John Hood 445-5393

I v/ V2| Spring Park
* Meet at park at 7:30am.

e Leader - John Hood (727) 461-4762

2/2 Bird Walk

e Monthly Bird Walk at Moccasin Lake Nature Park Meet at 8:00am
e Leader - Madeleine Bohrer (727) 748-6885

I T AP TOR FEST 2019

* Boyd Hill Nature Park, St. Petersburg 10am - 4pm Great Fun for the whole family. www.raptorfest.org

BEZZ2 Three Sister’s Springs

e Crystal River Winter warblers/birds, bluebirds, woodpeckers, and Manatees. Meet at the Walgreens at the
corner of US19 and Curlew Rd. on the SW corner at 7:00am.

e Carpooling bring $$ for gas, admission fee $12 & lunch.
¢ Leader - Dale Goebel (727) 510-1462

2/10 Croom Rd, Brooksville *Sunday Trip

» Red-cockaded Woodpeckers & Bachman Sparrows. Meet at 5:00AM at Walgreens at the corner of US19 and
Curlew Rd on the SW corner. We will meet Bev Hansen at the RCW site.

e Leader - Dale Goebel (727) 510-1462

2/16 Honeymoon Island State Park

* Shorebirds, eagle/owl nests. Meet behind the McDonald’s on the corner of Curlew and Alt 19 at 8:00am.
e Leader - Frank Brandt (727) 219-7509

2/23 Brooker Creek’s New Bike Trail Area

e Bird by Bike or Walk Meet at the corner of Lora Lane off of Keystone Rd. and Quail Forest Drive at 8:00am.
e Leaders- Tony & Pricilla (727) 480-4861




We cordially invite you
to attend the

OPENING 1 2%

MOCCASIN LAKE
ENVIRONMENTAL 4
EDUCATION CENTER

A RS 47
pS o

- S8 10AM: City Officials Presentation
Raptor Care Center Tour
Wild Raptor Sanctuary Education

Live Bird Shows on Stage

Exhibitors & Partners

Bring a Friend!

Moccasin Lake Environmental Education Center is a 51-acre gem in the middle of Clearwater featuring trails
and boardwalks surrounded by nature and wildlife.

The total cost of the project is $935,000, of which ‘ T g T
$200,000 is paid for through a matching grant from > A ClLEARWAITER

the Florida Department of Environmental Protection, * ' BRIGHT AND BEAUTIFUL+ BAY TO BEACH
Land and Water Conservation Fund. \




PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Happy 2019! Clearwater Audubon Society's Big Year!

Last year we talked a lot about why birds matter and celebrated the Year of the Bird. This year we
will continue to focus on protecting birds and their habitats. We are looking forward to our Grand
Opening at Moccassin Lake on February 2nd from 10-3. We hope you will set that day aside to
come out and support us. This year let's make our voices heard more than ever. Our land and water
are under extreme pressure due to pollution and climate change, and we are seeing birds and other

wildlife suffer because of it. Your donations help us continue to be a voice for the birds.

We have a lot to look forward to this year and will enjoy sharing our successes together. Please visit
our website, view our annual brochure for regular programs and fiels trips, and keep an eye on our

Facebook page for a wide variety of special events.

Sincelerly,
Barb Walker

COMMUNITY SCIENCE >>> Christinas Bird Count

““Audubon

North Pinellas: The North Pinellas CBC was held on a Dec. 224, The morning started off a cool 51
degrees and windy. By the end of the day we were in short sleeves and enjoying a beautiful sunny day.
We had 50 observers that spent 159 hours in the field and tallied 159 species for the day. 22,678

individual birds were counted. ~Paul Trunk

Curious about what the Christmas Bird Count data show? Audubon's Science team has built a tool where

you can explore population trends over the last few decades! Click here to learn more.



https://www.audubon.org/conservation/science/christmas-bird-count
https://www.facebook.com/groups/213954165290043/

AFFILIATE YOURSELF >>> Instagrams We Like

sierraclub ¢ [ ) gy fLwildcorridor BN

2,531 posts 196k followers 340 following r Lmll 1,010 posts 31.1k followers 74 following

ORRIDO

Florida Wildlife Corridor
Our mission is to champion the public and partner support needed to permanently

Sierra Club
Explore, enjoy, and protect the planet!

connect, protect and restore the Florida Wildlife Corridor.
sc.org/SaveWolves bit ly/20MIi0d

birdsblooms TEEE K

534 posts 12.4k followers 227 following

natgeowild ¢ 2N B8 -

2,442 posts 4.9m followers 40 following
Birds & Blooms

is the No. 1 bird and garden magazine in America. #birdsandblooms to

Nat Geo WILD

. . share your favorite nature moments and stories with us.
MNat Geo WILD is a network all about animals & nature from birdsandblooms.com
National Geographic. www.natgeo.com,/tv

Followed by clearwateraudubonsociety

audubon_fl B -

;’)"D 39 posts 939 followers 37 following ﬁ
.

AUdUbOI’l Audubon Florida FLORIDA
STATE PARKS, Florida State Parks

Recreation at Florida's 175 state parks, trails and historic sites.

flstateparks RN B

1,129 posts 87.3k followers 216 following

Conservation focused. Uses birds to measure ecological health.
More than 100 years of saving FL's special places.

#FLStateParks and you could be featured on our page!

flaudubon.org/Give linktr.ee/fl.stateparks

FEATURED FIELD TRIP >>> Tampa Bay History Center

“A History of Conservation: A Bird’s Eye View” 1pm - 5pm Florida Audubon Exhibit at the Tampa
Bay History Center. Meet at the Wal-Mart 2677 Roosevelt Blvd. NW corner of the parking lot.
Cost $15

Leader - John Hood (727) 445-5393

THE TAMPA BAY HISTORY CENTER
AND AUDUBON FLORIDA
PRESENT

A HISTORY OF
CONSERVA'I'ION

A BIRD’S EYE

AUGUST 25, 2018 - FEBRUARY 10, 2019



https://www.instagram.com/sierraclub/
https://www.instagram.com/fl_wildcorridor/
https://www.instagram.com/natgeowild/
https://www.instagram.com/birdsblooms/
https://www.instagram.com/audubon_fl/
https://www.instagram.com/fl.stateparks/

BIRDING FESTIVALS >>> Mark Your Calendar
January

January 17-21, 2019

EVERGLADES BIRDING FESTIVAL

Become One with the River of Grass. Search South Florida hot spots for target species such as Snail Kite,
Limpkin, Painted Bunting and up to 170 species in the Everglades, Corkscrew, STA 5, South Miami, Upper
Keys, Palm Beach & Dade wetlands and more. Also Keynotes Richard Crossley, Paddy Cunningham, dinners,
lunches and photography tract. TOP Florida Guides: Paddy Cunningham, Jim Eager, David Simpson.

This festival specializes in full day field trips, daily field workshop, speakers, special dinners and birding fun.
Focus will be on gaining advanced birding skills in a non-intimidating environment. For more information
view www.evergladesbirdingfestival.com/, our Facebook page. Contact Paddy Cunningham

at birdpaddv@vahoo.com or 754-201-1141.

January 17-21, 2019, Mount Dora

NORTH SHORE BIRDING FESTIVAL

This festival is perfect for birders visiting Florida or locals wanting to learn more from well-known,
knowledgeable birding guides. Add to your life list at an amazing birding area, the 20,000-acre Lake Apopka
North Shore. Full-day and half-day trips are offered, along with dinners and keynotes. Join us on the North
Shore of Lake Apopka for great birding!

Visit our Website and LIKE our Facebook page. For more information call Deborah Green at 407-637-

2525, festival@orangeaudubonfl.org.

Jan. 19 & 20, 2018, Lehigh Acres (Eastern Lee County)

SIXTH ANNUAL WINGS OVER WATER FESTIVAL

Wings Over Water Festival (WOW) was created by Lehigh Acres Municipal Services Improvement District
(LA-MSID) to help the public discover the beauty of southwest Florida's water, land and wildlife. Discover
the beauty of southwest Florida's water, land and wildlife. Enjoy a guided nature walk on Friday. Or an array
of activities on Saturday including a farmer's market, native plant sale, kid's activities, educational exhibits;
and presentations from experts. Admission is free. More information is at Wings Over Water Festival —
(239) 368-0044 x 17.

Getting there: From Lee Blvd. head north on Sunshine Blvd., turn left on Olive Ave. N. and then turn left on
38th St. W.; and continue to Harns Marsh.

January 23 - 28, 2019, Titusville

SPACE COAST BIRDING & WILDLIFE FESTIVAL

Eastern Florida State College (formerly BCC) - Titusville, Florida

21st year in Titusville and the Space Coast. More than 200 activities, led by leading authorities. Considered
by many to be the #1 wildlife festival in America. www.spacecoastbirdingandwildlifefestival.org

January 26 & 27, 2019, Orange City

34th ANNUAL ORANGE CITY/BLUE SPRING MANATEE FESTIVAL

9:00 am to 4:00 pm -- Valentine Park, 1511 W French Ave, Orange City, FL. 32763. This family festival
features vendors, food, entertainment and manatee tours. Free Shuttle Bus To Blue Spring State Park To See
The Manatees! Info: (352) 795-3149. www.themanateefestival.com/ — Jeff Allebach 386-804-

6171, Info@themanateefestival.com.

February

February 23, 2019, TITUSVILLE

FLORIDA SCRUB-JAY FESTIVAL

Merritt Island National Wildlife Refuge Visitor Center.-- 10:00am - 3:000pm -- FREE family event.

See the park's Facebook page for more information: https://www.facebook.com/Florida-Scrub-Jay-Festival-
202933953050197/



http://www.evergladesbirdingfestival.com/
https://www.facebook.com/evergladesbirdingfestivalfl/
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February 2, 2019, St. Petersburg

RAPTOR FEST

10:00am - 4:00pm — Celebrate birds of prey at the fourth annual Raptor Fest at Boyd Hill Nature Preserve.
Live raptors and amazing free flight demonstrations are the highlight of this one-day festival. Food, live
music, exhibits, crafts, presentations, and more! Free Admission!

For more information, please visit Raptorfest.org or contact Boyd Hill Nature Preserve at 727-893-7326,
1101 Country Club Way South, St. Petersburg, FL 33705.

February 3 & 4, 2018, DELTONA

MANATEE LAGOON'S MANATEE FEST

Manatee Lagoon, 6000 N. Flagler Drive, West Palm Beach, Florida 33407

Saturday, Feb. 3 from 10 a.m. - 3 p.m. — Sunday, Feb. 4 from 10 a.m. - 3 p.m.

Exhibits include: Sea to Shore Alliance interactive H20 bus, Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation
Commission manatee rescue truck, Florida Fishing Academy mobile exhibit, Loggerhead Marinelife Center
and Save the Manatee Club. See the event's facebook page for more information: Event Facebook page.

February 10, 2018, Port St. Joe
ST. JOSEPH BAY & BUFFER PRESERVE WINTER BAY DAY

Join us on Saturday, February 10th, 2018 for our popular Winter Bay Day! There will be lots to see and lots
to do. Best of all, the Low Country Shrimp Boil will be delicious - as always! Meet you on the deck at the
Visitors Center! Tour the Preserves: Enjoy a guided tour through the backwoods trails of the Buffer Preserves
and learn about the native animals and plant life along the bay.

St. Joseph Bay Preserves Center, 3915 Hwy 30-A (Approximately 5 miles south of Port St. Joe). Call (850)
229-1787 or visit www.stjosephbaypreserves.org for more information.

February 7 - 10, 2019, Palm Coast

BIRDS OF A FEATHER FEST

Palm Coast Community Center, 305 Palm Coast Parkway NE, Palm Coast, FL 32137

7 Big Trips Featuring trips to Merritt Island National Wildlife Refuge, Sweetwater Wetlands, Orlando
Wetlands Park, Circle B-Bar Reserve, Ocala National Forest, and all over Flagler County for our first-ever Big
Day! Birding trips and classes for all skill levels. Transportation and lunch provided on many trips CLICK
HERE to register for this exciting event.

February 15, 2020 , Christmas

ORLANDO WETLANDS FESTIVAL

The next Wetlands Festival will be Saturday, February 15, 2020

9:00am - 3:00pm -- The Wetlands is a 1,650 acre world renowned example of Wetlands Engineering
providing an oasis for flora, fauna, and feathered friends.

The festival originates at Ft. Christmas Park in Christmas, Florida. It features include birdwatching tours,
photo shoots, bicycle tours, native plant walks, bird banding and mist-netting demonstrations, wildlife
shows, live music, and bus tours will travel along the wetland berms. Contact Mark Sees, (407) 568-

1706. Website.

February 23, 2018, Cape Coral

S.W. FLORIDA 13th ANNUAL BURROWING OWL FESTIVAL

10 a.m. to 4 p.m. « Rotary Park Environmental Center, 5505 Rose Garden Road, Cape Coral FL 33914

Cape Coral FL is home to the largest known population of the Florida BURROWING OWL with over 2500
documented burrows. These pint sized birds burrow underground where they nest from late February
through July and are now the official city bird of Cape Coral.

Admission is suggested donation of $5 for ages over 16.

For directions or information call Cape Coral Friends of Wildlife at 239-980-2593 or

visit www.ccfriendsofwildlife.org. Co-sponsored by Cape Coral Friends of Wildlife & the City of Cape Coral.
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Those Who Support the WingBeat

If you are interested in advertising with us, please contact Meichelle Long
newsletter@clearwateraudubonsociety.org

ADAMS DENTAL REBECCA WELLBORN

REAL ESTATE ADVISOR

Michael ]. Adams, ps. COASTAL 727.320.5135
Pamela G. Adams, pnss, M, PA e
: . www.adamsdental.com
15 North Missouri Avenue CHRISTIE’S
Clearwater;, Florida 33755 INTERNATIONAL REAL ESTATE
¢ fax (727) 4614835
(727) 461-4832 E@ REBECCA@REBECCAWELLBORN.COM
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YOUR AD

COULD BE HERE!
Email us today
about filling this space.

iMi
newsletter@clearwateraudubonsociety.org
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McManus & McManus, P.A. U Stor N Lock
R. Bruce McManus Mary M. Taylor 18946 US Highway 19 N
Clearwater, Fl. 33764

727 531-4040

Serving Pinellas Families for Estate
Planning, Probate, Trust Administration

and Real Estate Matters U Stor N Lock donates storage space
to Clearwater Audubon
79 Overbrook Blvd. If you ne.ed a store room, see them am? please
Largo, F1. 33770 (727) 584-2128 mention Clearwater Audubon Society.

\ /)
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