We represent Audubon Society members in Northern Pinellas County and provide services to all who are
interested: free local field trips with expert birders; inexpensive extended field trips within the US and to

other locales, free monthly programs, volunteer & networking opportunities within the local conservation
community; scholarships to local summer camps and speakers for a variety of classrooms and groups.

Conservation — Yes, There is an App for That

New smartphone app makes invasive species reporting user-friendly and fun

An invasive species is any species that is non-native to an ecosystem and whose introduction causes or is likely to cause
economic or environmental harm or harm to human health. Non-native species often compete with and ultimately
displace the native flora and/or fauna communities. It is estimated that half of all the birds threatened with imminent
extinction are threatened either wholly or in part by introduced plant and animal species.

How can you help? If you have a smartphone, it just became a whole lot easier.

One of the best ways to combat the spread of invasive species (either plant or animal) is by accurate and detailed
reporting. This information is used by scientists and researchers to develop strategies to eradicate the invasive species or
to learn more about the spread- knowledge that can be used with future invasions. Using the photo and Global Positions
System (GPS) capabilities of your smartphone, you can help by providing the “boots on the ground” information that
would be impossible to collect by a single researcher or team.

As Audubon members, we are some of the most-frequent guests in our parks and on our public conservation land. If you
are headed out on a field trip, encourage your group to download the free Ivegot1 app — available in the app store (iPhone
and Android). Create an account so you can enter information and then you are on your way as Florida’s newest citizen
scientist.

Next time you are in the field (or even in your neighborhood) and you spot an invasive species, open your app, snap a
photo, enter location details and push send. It’s that easy.

For more information, please visit: or call Audubon Florida’s Jonathan
Webber at 850-222-2473. Also, you can download and print instructions to bring on your next field
trip:

Jonathan Webber
Conservation Campaign Manager,

Clearwater Audubon Society
http://clearwateraudubonsociety.org/
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http://www.eddmaps.org/florida/report/
http://bit.ly/1pdUnLB
http://fl.audubon.org/
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Reprinted with permission from USF Magazine, Summer 2014, Katy Hennig, story work.

Bird Watchers
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Though roseate spoonbills are rare, they
— now populate southwest Florida. The
species’ pink plumage once caused them

~ to be hunted nearly to extinction.
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' Opposite page: Hats, like this Edwardian =5 %
white lace hat with feather trimming,
_. were fashionable in the early 1900s.
Plume hunters gathering feathers for
" the milliners’ market nearly wiped out
. numerous species of wading birds.
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Audubon Society collection donated to USF Libraries
chronicles heroic efforts to save Elorida’s bird colonies.

KATY HENNIG | USF News

he graceful
herons and
spoonbills that
call Florida
home are the
living legacy of
a small group
of people who
were responsible for some of
the 20th century’s most heroic
conservation efforts.

A collection of journals and
logbooks donated to the USF
Tampa Library Special Collec-
tions by the National Audubon
Society is providing a rare and
valuable glimpse into early
endeavors to save threatened
bird populations at a time when
conservation was not a priority
for most Floridians.

Today we’ve become accustomed
to the sight of blue herons fish-
ing on the shoreline and ibises strolling through vegeta-
tion. But according to the documents, countless birds
nearly became extinct in the early 1900s, when hunters
sought to procure their elegant plumage.

Assistant Librarian Andy Huse calls the collection a “trea-
sure trove” that sheds much-needed light on the intense
conservation work that saved bird colonies in Florida and
other regions, including numerous wading bird species
that were on the brink of extinction.

“We've got records going
back to the turn of the
century, covering several
different areas where
there was bird-nesting
activity that the wardens
wanted to protect,” Huse
says.

With limited state re-
sources to cover the vast
land, natural habitats,
nesting areas and rooker-
ies, birds were vulnerable
to hunters working in the
lucrative trade of plume
feathers.

“Of course it was very
fashionable in the late
1800s, the Victorian age,
for women to have big
ostentatious feathers in
their hats,” Huse says.
“By the turn of the cen-
tury, it had become obvious that the bird colonies had
been decimated by the plume hunters.”

The state deputized volunteers who worked with the
Audubon Society to patrol the rookeries, focusing on ar-
eas of bird nesting activity near Tavernier in the Florida
Keys, Lake Okeechobee and the southwest coast of
Florida up to Green Key in Tampa Bay.

The wardens took meticulous notes in their journals, de-
tailing any activity near the nesting areas. They carefully

Photos: Pg. 22, ThinkStock; pg 23, Hulton Collection /Getty Images



monitored and recorded the number of
birds in each habitat, species diversity,
nesting locations, migration patterns
and foraging activity.

The records include information about
human disturbances and the presence
of fishermen or poachers. The wardens
interviewed every person they encoun-
tered to ensure that no passersby were
in fact poachers endangering and dis-
rupting the environment.

Coordinator of Special Collections
Matt Knight emphasizes the detailed
nature of the wardens’ handwritten
notes, where nesting area activity was
documented in careful, pencil-drawn
cursive.

“We have some records from 1901 and
1903 and a lot from the ‘30s and ‘40s,”
Knight says. “This ledger that I have

in front of me is from 1934, and it is
fascinating. It includes intricate details.
You can see, ‘April 5 1934, man and
woman pass camp in a rowboat at 12
noon, said they were from Ft. Myers.””

Notes in the archives indicate that the
work was painstaking and dangerous.

The wardens were unfailingly com-
mitted, venturing out in boats even
in unpredictable weather in order to
survey nesting areas.

In the early years of the patrol, plume
hunters shot and killed two wardens.
News of this violence spurred women’s
groups around the world to take no-
tice and shame others who continued
wearing the feathered hats.

“The Audubon Society provided some-
thing that the state couldn’t, which
was dedicated volunteers who were
willing to do a job that wasn’t always
very nice,” Huse says.

The daily observations recorded by the
Audubon Society wardens led to the
conservation efforts that eventually
enabled bird populations to return to
Florida.

“Sometimes that rebound can be
agonizingly slow and sometimes it
happens more quickly and people can
see,” Huse says. “From the whooping
crane to the blue heron, all these birds
have been saved on the backs of the
Audubon wardens and their work.”
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Ann Hodgson, courtesy faculty member
at USF Library and freelance biologist,
worked diligently to help the library
obtain the documents. Hodgson coor-
dinated the donation with Peter Frezza,
research manager for the Everglades re-
gion of the National Audubon Society,
and secured the first set of collection
boxes delivered to USF in March 2014.

The boxes had been stored for decades
at the Everglades Science Center at
Tavernier, in a humid environment that
was not optimal for preservation.

After years of searching for a safe place
to store the documents, Frezza made
the decision to donate the documents
to USF, where digital scanning will
provide permanence for the delicate
journals and enable the documents to
be cataloged in a searchable database,
available for the public to access and
research.

“We were thrilled to hear the Special
Collections department at USF was
interested,” Frezza says. “It seemed like
a great fit for these materials. We are
glad they are staying in the southern
Florida area as well.”




In acquiring the firsthand accounts
of the Audubon’s efforts to save the
plumed bird colonies, USF has become
the new home of a significant piece of
history that includes some of the only
documentation on bird life.

According to Frezza, the informa-

tion has been unavailable to anyone
up until now. “It is a principal source
of historic information on a plethora
of bird species from many places
throughout the country,” he says. “It
could have important implications for
anyone undertaking bird conservation
in the areas where these wardens were
reporting from.”

Here in Tampa, beautiful white and
blue herons, flocks of ibises and the
occasional wild spoonbill remind us
how lucky we are. Without the efforts
of the Audubon Society’s wardens, the
elegant birds would be extinct.

“Tampa Bay was one of the main areas

that was studied by the wardens,”
Knight says. “Once these journals are
digitized, some perspective is added,
articles are written and publicity is
generated, even someone who isn’t

a conservation buff is going to say,
‘wow.””

Special Collections at USF will play
an integral role in disseminating

the information within the journals
allowing for additional ecosystems
research. According to Huse, the re-
cords will unveil previously unknown
information about the history of the
Audubon Society.

“What the Audubon Society did in the
past is borderline miraculous when
you consider all of the things they
were up against,” Huse says. “The
fact that they saved so many spe-
cies, and, in many ways saved Florida
from itself or from the people here, is
remarkable in and of itself, and that
story hasn’t fully been told.” ®
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Above: Librarians Andrew Huse and

Matt Knight page through a folder

of records dating back to the 1930s

— notes taken by Audubon wardens
detailing activities near a bird nesting
site on Green Key in Tampa Bay.

The records were kept in humid
conditions in the Florida Keys. The
library’s digitization team will pre-
serve the records for researchers in

a database at the Special Collections
department at the USF Library.

Opposite page: The white heron and
ibis are two of the species referenced
in the journals and protected by the
work of the wardens.

To view the Audubon collection and
other special collections, visit
www.lib.usf.edu/special-collections.




Membership

Membership Application
Size : 141.717 Kb
Type : pdf

Monthly Meetings

October — May

The first Monday of each month
at Moccasin Lake Nature Park:
Meet and Greet @ 6:30PM
Public Program @ 7:00PM
(Unless otherwise noted)

First meeting is October 7
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"A Boater’s Guide to
Clearwater Harbor & St.
Joseph’s Sound including
Three Rooker Island, the Anclote
Keys and Anclote Bar” is now
available online.
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Officers of Clearwater Audubon Society

PRESIDENT: JOHN HOOD
president@clearwateraudubonsociety.org

VICE PRESIDENT: SID CRAWFORD
blumaxi100@gmail.com

TREASURER: JANE WILLIAMS
jwillis6 @tampabay.rr.com

MEDIA: CHRISTINA KUGEARES
media@clearwateraudubon.com

MEMBERSHIP: JOHN & JOAN CORDAS
membership@clearwateraudubonsociety.org

SECRETARY: ANASTASIA STEINBRUNNER
secretary@clearwateraudubon.com

CONSERVATION ADVOCACY: RONDA MUSCA
rmuscal@tampabay.rr.com

CONSERVATION PROJECTS: DANA KERSTEIN
conservation@clearwateraudubon.com

CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNT: MARIANNE KOROSY
mkorosy@gmail.com

IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT & CLIMATE ACTION CHAIR:
MICHAEL MACDONALD

curmudgin@hotmail.com

FIELD TRIPS: PAUL TRUNK
fieldtrips@clearwateraudubon.com

EAGLE WATCH & OSPREY WATCH: BARBARA WALKER
barbibird @tampabay.rr.com

EDUCATION: LYNN SUMERSON
education @clearwateraudubonsociety.org

PROGRAMS: CYNTHIA E. KLUSS
programs@clearwateraudubonsociety.org

DIRECTOR AT LARGE: LINDSEY DAY
lindseydaygo3@gmail.com

LEGAL COUNSEL: R. BRUCE McMANUS
lawoffice@mcmanusestateplanning.com

WEBMASTER: PAUL TRUNK
webmaster@clearwateraudubon.com

WINGBEAT/NEWSLETTER: MEICHELLE LONG
newsletter@clearwateraudubonsociety.org
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Market & Café

1225 Cleveland St e Clearwater, FL o 727-443-6703
www.naturesfoodpatch.com
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McManus & McManus, P.A. U Stor N Lock
R. Bruce McManus Mary M. Taylor 18946 US Highway 19 N
Clearwater, F1. 33764
727 531-4040

Serving Pinellas Families for Estate
Planning, Probate, Trust Administration
U Stor N Lock donates storage space

and Real Estate Matters
to Clearwater Audubon
If you need a store room, see them and please

79 Overbrook Blvd.
(727) 584-2128 mention Clearwater Audubon Society.

Largo, F1. 33770
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http://www.naturesfoodpatch.com/
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Organizations We Support
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Audubon of Florida St. Petersburg Audubon Society

1

Important Bird Areas in Florida Great Florida Birding Trail

—sr
“riends { of Brooker Creek Preserve

A bird’s eye view into an Osprey nest

Friends Of Brooker Creek Preserve

Dunedin Osprey Cam

CWiﬂd Bindls Unlimited”

Nature Shop

)
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Office Hours By Appointment Michael J. Adams, DDS
Pamela G. Adams, DDS, MS, PA

Kamilla Sztanko, DMD, PA
3830 Tampa Road, Suite 100
Palm Harbor, FL 34684

Telephone (727) 789-4044 15 North Missouri Avenue
Clearwater, Florida 33755

(727) 461-4832 fax (727) 461-4835
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http://fl.audubon.org/
http://fl.audubon.org/
http://www.stpeteaudubon.org/
http://www.stpeteaudubon.org/
http://fl.audubon.org/important-bird-areas-7
http://fl.audubon.org/important-bird-areas-7
http://floridabirdingtrail.com/
http://floridabirdingtrail.com/
http://fosbirds.org/
http://fosbirds.org/
http://www.friendsofbrookercreekpreserve.org/
http://www.friendsofbrookercreekpreserve.org/
http://www.dunedinospreycam.org/
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http://fl.audubon.org/
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http://fl.audubon.org/important-bird-areas-7
http://floridabirdingtrail.com/
http://fosbirds.org/
http://www.friendsofbrookercreekpreserve.org/
http://www.dunedinospreycam.org/
http://clearwater.wbu.com/

