
 

 

 

 

   

Clearwater Audubon Society 

http://clearwateraudubonsociety.org/ 

April, May 2017 

Vol. 76 No. 1 

Supporting our community since 1959 

Our Motto:  Conservation through Education 

For more information call us at 727-442-9140 

We represent Audubon Society members in Northern Pinellas County and provide services to all who are 

interested: free local field trips with expert birders; inexpensive extended field trips within the US and to 

other locales, free monthly programs, volunteer & networking opportunities within the local conservation 

community; scholarships to local summer camps and speakers for a variety of classrooms and groups.   

Introducing Holley Short     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Holley Short is the new Project Manager of 

Shorebird Monitoring and Stewardship for 

Audubon Florida. After graduating from the 

University of Florida in 2011, she found her love 

for shorebirds working as an intern on Sanibel 

and continued her journey for protecting nesting 

birds along the Gulf. For the past two breeding 

seasons, she has worked for Audubon Florida as 

a Stewardship Coordinator in Sarasota County 

where she monitored Snowy Plovers and Black 

Skimmers. She also recruited and trained 

stewards for the nesting season. During the non-

breeding season, she monitored shorebirds in 

Pinellas County. 

Now, as Project Manager, Holley will be managing the new full-time rooftop nesting technician along 

with a seasonal anchor steward for Three Rooker Island and two seasonal anchor stewards for Indian 

Shores, St. Pete Beach, and Fort DeSoto Park. She is looking forward to the upcoming breeding season 

and meeting all of the stewards involved! 

http://www.meetup.com/clearwateraudubonsociety/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/213954165290043/
https://twitter.com/ClearwaterAudu1
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Tom and Lindsey Bell recently completed a trip through the Peruvian Amazon 
and presented a program of it.  

Peru is the 3rd largest country in South America (twice the size of Texas) with an 
average rainfall in the lowlands of 10 feet per year (Florida has half that) and 
2,000 miles of coastline. The Amazonian rainforest produces more than 20% of 
the world’s oxygen, has 40,000 species of plants, 16,000 of trees, and 1,700 of 
birds.  

The aquatic mammals include the pink river dolphin with the males being about 
8 feet long and weighing about 400 lbs. and the world’s smallest dolphin, the 
grey, with the males being only about 4 feet long and weighing 100 lbs. The 
Amazonian manatee is the world’s smallest, is strictly freshwater and has a white 
patch on its abdomen. 

The primates included everything from 25 lb spider monkeys with strongly 
prehensile tails to Spix’s night monkeys to the new world’s smallest - the sap 
eating pygmy marmoset. Also seen were Capuchins – think organ grinders. 

The 3 toed sloth has an entire ecosystem on it – algae, fungi, and moths (poop 
fertilizes the algae). Perhaps an occasional bath would help. It is herbivorous 
and comes down to the ground once a week to pee & poop. 

Also seen were caimans, lizards, snakes, spiders, termites, butterflies, ants 
(make up 30% of the biomass of the Amazon basin), and frogs (including poison 
dart). 

Now for the birds. 

• Horned screamer –has an unbranched feather shaft on its forehead 
(think unicorn), it can scream for hours (not a good neighbor), about a 
large as a Canada goose, has claws on its wings, and is herbivorous  

• Parrots – many seen including macaws, parrots, and parakeets 
• Greater Ani – has a communal nest where all the females lay their eggs 
• Hoatzin – blue face and orange Mohawk hairdo (think teenager at mall 

or fan at football game) 
• Woodpeckers – chestnut, crimson crested, lineated, spot breasted, 

yellow tufted all seen 

• Meat eaters – kites (grey headed, slender billed and snail), hawks 
(roadside, slate colored, great black, black collared, and sand colored 
nighthawk) , caracaras (back and yellow headed), falcons (laughing), 
vultures (black, turkey and yellow headed) of all sorts were seen 

• Russet backed Oropendula – communal species that build many hanging 
nests in a tree. Call is a burbling sound. 

• Many other birds were seen including Jacobins, Aracaris, Jacamars, 
Nunbirds, Caciques, Swallows, Tityras, Flycatchers, Tyrants, Swifts, 
Kingfishers, Egrets, Herons, Terns, Trogans, Tanagers, Jacanas 

All in all, it sounds like they had a fantastic trip and added many species to 
their life list (if they keep one).    -John Hood 

 

February Program: The Birds and Beasts of Peru and the 

Amazon with Tom and Lindsey Bell 
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  CLEARWATER AUDUBON SOCIETY was pleased to welcome Lara Milligan to our monthly meeting on March 

6 at Moccasin Lake Nature Park.  Lara is a Natural Resource Agent at Brooker Creek Nature Preserve who 

specializes in the study of coyotes. Her fascinating presentation was ‘EVERYTHING WE SHOULD KNOW 

ABOUT COYOTES’.  Lara explained the history of their migration into our state, their family and community 

structure, their particular behavior and everything about them should we happen to encounter a coyote. Many 

pictures enhanced her talk. Lara also had some “props” which were of interest. The presentation also included 

a “quiz” for our audience, and she gave out a “COYOTE STAMP” to our members who answered correctly.  Lara 

also patiently answered all questions and addressed all comments with her expert advice and information. 

What a wonderful informative presentation!       -Lynn Sumerson 

 

March Program: Everything We Should Know About Coyotes 

Lara Milligan, Brooker Creek Nature Preserve 

 

Coyotes in Florida: Who should you contact when there is a 
problem?   
 
Nuisance Wildlife Trappers 
http://myfwc.com/trappers/  
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Membership 

Membership Application 

Size : 141.717 Kb  

Monthly Meetings 

October – May 

The first Monday of each month 

at Moccasin Lake Nature Park: 

Meet and Greet @ 6:30PM 

Public Program @ 7:00PM 

(Unless otherwise noted) 

Past Issue of Wing Beat       

    click issue to view          

   Feb.- March 2017

 

"A Boater’s Guide to 

Clearwater Harbor & St. 

Joseph’s Sound including 

Three Rooker Island, the 

Anclote Keys and Anclote Bar”  

is now available online. 

           

 
 

click picture to view 

 

Officers of Clearwater Audubon Society  
 

PRESIDENT: JOHN HOOD  
president@clearwateraudubonsociety.org  
 
VICE PRESIDENT: SID CRAWFORD  
blumax100@gmail.com  
 
TREASURER: TOM MALONE 
birdman6847@gmail.com 
 
MEDIA: BARBARA WALKER  
barbibird@tampabay.rr.com 
 
MEMBERSHIP: PAUL TRUNK 
membership@clearwateraudubonsociety.org  
 
SECRETARY: STEPHANIE HALL  
secretary@clearwateraudubonsociety.org 
 
CONSERVATION ADVOCACY: BARBARA WALKER 
barbibird@tampabay.rr.com 
 
CONSERVATION PROJECTS: DANA KERSTEIN 
conservation@clearwateraudubonsociety.org  
 
CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNT: PAUL TRUNK & RON SMITH 
fieldtrips@clearwateraudubonsociety.org 
 
IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT & CLIMATE ACTION CHAIR:  
MICHAEL MACDONALD  
curmudgin@hotmail.com  
 
FIELD TRIPS: PAUL TRUNK 
mailto:fieldtrips@clearwateraudubonsociety.org 
 
EAGLE WATCH & OSPREY WATCH: BARBARA WALKER 
barbibird@tampabay.rr.com  
 
EDUCATION: LYNN SUMERSON  
education@clearwateraudubonsociety.org  
 
PROGRAMS: POSITION VACANT  
programs@clearwateraudubonsociety.org  
 
BOARD MEMBERS AT LARGE:  
MARDY HORNSBY, MADELINE BOHRER 
 
LEGAL COUNSEL: R. BRUCE McMANUS  
lawoffice@mcmanusestateplanning.com  
 
WEBMASTER: PAUL TRUNK  
webmaster@clearwateraudubonsociety.org  

WINGBEAT/NEWSLETTER: MÉICHELLE LONG 
newsletter@clearwateraudubonsociety.org  

 

 
       

 

Welcome! 

http://www.clearwateraudubon.com/resources/Audubon%20CAS%20Membership%20Application%20%282%29.pdf
https://goo.gl/maps/8qkffwgrfYv
http://clearwateraudubonsociety.org/WingBeatDigital_Feb_Mar_2017_Vol75No1.pdf
http://www.pinellas.wateratlas.usf.edu/upload/documents/ClearwaterGuide_web.pdf
mailto:president@clearwateraudubonsociety.org
mailto:blumax100@gmail.com
mailto:birdman6847@gmail.com?subject=Clearwater%20Audubon
mailto:barbibird@tampabay.rr.com
mailto:membership@clearwateraudubonsociety.org
mailto:secretary@clearwateraudubonsociety.org
mailto:barbibird@tampabay.rr.com
mailto:conservation@clearwateraudubonsociety.org
mailto:fieldtrips@clearwateraudubonsociety.org
mailto:curmudgin@hotmail.com
mailto:fieldtrips@clearwateraudubonsociety.org
mailto:barbibird@tampabay.rr.com
mailto:education@clearwateraudubonsociety.org
mailto:programs@clearwateraudubonsociety.org
mailto:lawoffice@mcmanusestateplanning.com
mailto:webmaster@clearwateraudubonsociety.org
mailto:newsletter@clearwateraudubonsociety.org
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Photos by Meichelle Long 
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Upcoming Annual Summer Film Fest     June-August 

Earn Your CAS Volunteer Pin by Being a Bird Steward! 

Volunteers monitor beach locations where sea and shorebirds are nesting. The beaches are surveyed early in 

the season and nesting sites are posted when the first egg is spotted. We usually have a black skimmer colony 

on Sand Key. Our primary emphasis is on Three Rooker Island which is just north of Honeymoon Island. 

Volunteers are transported by boat to the island where they set up in chairs and umbrellas (provided) 

adjacent to the colonies. They educate the folks who come by and keep people and dogs from entering the 

colonies. It’s wonderful to spend the day on one of the only unspoiled pristine barrier islands on Florida’s 

west coast. Nesting birds include snowy plovers, laughing gulls (4-5,000), least terns, royal terns, white ibis, 

Caspian terns, reddish egrets among others. 

Click the PIN to learn more. 

http://clearwateraudubonsociety.org/birdsteward.html 

June - The Legend of Pale Male - The story of a 

Red-tailed hawk that came to central park in New 

York City and lived a successful life siring many young. 

July - Paulie - a family film of a Conure who talks, 

gets into trouble and travels from New Jersey to Los 

Angeles to find his childhood friend. 

August - TBD – (Choices below) 

    The Wild Parrots of Telegraph Hill - romance, 

comedy, and a surprise ending 

    Winged Migration - academy award nominee - 

documentary 

    Dispatches from the Gulf - examines the gulf 6 years 

after the blowout 

    The Messenger - examines the status of birds in the 

face of climate change 

September - no program - Labor Day 

 

http://clearwateraudubonsociety.org/birdsteward.html
http://clearwateraudubonsociety.org/birdsteward.html
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Letter from Jamaica             

Greetings!  

Long time mi no write unu! (It has been awhile since I wrote to you all!) Peace Corps life is filled with challenges, 

excitement, adventure, accomplishments and setbacks but we go on! It was so nice to come and speak to all of 

you in January and share some of my experience thus far. As I mentioned I am working on improving literacy 

and bringing environmental education to my school. Our school garden and outdoor classroom is underway 

with some walking areas being covered in marl (white limestone) and about a half a dozen crops planted. We 

have had a decent amount of rain this time of year which makes my seedlings and compost pile happy. 

I have been working with my grade 4 class of project based learning making compost inside water bottles. It 

has been a great experience to make observations, record data and draw conclusions. Students are not generally 

exposed to that kind of learning and they have really enjoyed the different intellectual engagement. We will 

shortly be using our compost to make a seed bed for some tomato. I have also taken the kindergarten class to 

read stories about plants and then plant bean seeds, Grade 5 has been watering and grade 6 has been preparing 

land. I hope to keep the momentum going by clearing more land and putting in the butterfly/hummingbird 

garden. Some of the parents have come out to help on the workdays and we have had fun getting to know each 

other and making a difference at the school. 

I am also in the grant writing process to get tools and a water harvesting system for the school. Even though the 

money is not big the process of filing a federal grant is extensive! I’m also working with an organization called 

Reading Owls (love the name!) to get a refurbished Research and Literacy Center at my school. 

Beyond the sanctuary, I connected with some researchers from Cornell Lab/Smithsonian through Jim 

McGinity. This small team is collecting a myriad of data for seven different research projects including isotope 

data to establish ranges, food preferences, blood draws, feather collection, wander mapping, color banding and 

more. The target species is the American Redstart, of which there is an abundance wintering here, and another 

PhD is tracking Swainson’s Warblers. I was there for a day of banding and it felt so good to be in a very familiar 

setting in this unfamiliar place. I got to see several new species including the Greater Antilian Bullfinch, 

Jamaican White-eyed Vireo, and Orangequit (female). I got to help with extractions pulling some Ovenbirds 

and Vireos from the nets. The first extraction was a very tangled Jamaican Woodpecker its bright red-orange 

eyes stared at me and the other extractor as we carefully cut free its barbed tongue from the net. As we gently 

pulled him back it was amazing to see the four inches of tongue stretching out. The extraction was successful 

and as I let him go into the trees he had a lot to say about what had happened. We had about 18 birds in the 10 

nets that day, the first banding day of the season. The team is made up of very friendly and knowledgeable 

people including one Jamaican marine biologist turned ornithologist. I plan on continuing to assist where I can 

this year through April and next year when they return to the same site. 

In other bird news Jamaica is a great place to see your favorite warblers up close. They seem to lose all of their 

fear of humans and gain a fear of heights as they forage low to or on the ground and will perch just a few feet 

away.  The Black-throated Blue has often come very close and one male is a regular visitor to my classroom. 

Most Jamaican schools are decorative concrete block with spaces cut in them to let in light. The majority were 

built in the 1970’s and continue to serve students to this day. I was privileged to see a Kestrel, the most abundant 

bird of prey on the island, land just a few feet in front of me after a lizard. I have also seen quite a few “White 

owls” (Barn Owls) in the early morning or late evening by my home. 

Anastasia Steinbrunner  Peace Corps Volunteer Education Sector Jamaica, W.I. 
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  Dunedin Hammock Bird Banding    Click here to visit Blog
     

Come see Painted buntings, 

Swainsons warblers, etc. up 

close in your hand at Dunedin 

banding event. The dates are 

March 26, April 2, 9, 23, 30, 

May 7.  

Great for close up 

photographers. Come about 

8AM from the parking lot 

adjacent to St. Andrews 

Church and follow the signs. 

Shutterbug Lynn Sumerson         

Peeking at You
Clearwater Christian 

College Eagles

Glossy Ibis Water Buddies

https://hammockbirdbanding.wordpress.com/
https://hammockbirdbanding.wordpress.com/


Wing Beat   April, May 2017    Vol. 76 No.  1 

 

10 

    Organizations We Support 
 
 

 
Audubon of Florida 

 
St. Petersburg Audubon Society 

 
 

 
 

 

 
Important Bird Areas in Florida 

 
Great Florida Birding Trail 

 
Florida Ornithological Society 

 
  

 
Friends Of Brooker Creek Preserve 

 
Dunedin Osprey Cam 

 

 

 

 

http://fl.audubon.org/
http://fl.audubon.org/
http://www.stpeteaudubon.org/
http://www.stpeteaudubon.org/
http://fl.audubon.org/important-bird-areas-7
http://fl.audubon.org/important-bird-areas-7
http://floridabirdingtrail.com/
http://floridabirdingtrail.com/
http://fosbirds.org/
http://fosbirds.org/
http://www.friendsofbrookercreekpreserve.org/
http://www.friendsofbrookercreekpreserve.org/
http://ospreynest.info/ospreycam.php
http://ospreynest.info/ospreycam.php
http://fl.audubon.org/
http://www.stpeteaudubon.org/
http://fl.audubon.org/important-bird-areas-7
http://floridabirdingtrail.com/
http://fosbirds.org/
http://www.friendsofbrookercreekpreserve.org/
http://ospreynest.info/ospreycam.php
http://www.naturesfoodpatch.com/
http://www.SeeWinter.com
https://www.friendsofmoccasinlake.com/
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 Michael J. Adams, DDS 

Pamela G. Adams, DDS, MS, PA 

 

  

 15 North Missouri Avenue 

Clearwater, Florida 33755 

(727) 461-4832           fax (727) 461-4835 

  

  

  

  

 

Those Who Support the WingBeat 

If you are interested in advertising with us, please contact Meichelle Long. 

YOUR AD  

COULD BE HERE! 

Email us today 

about filling this space. 

 
newsletter@clearwateraudubonsociety.org 

 

 

http://www.naturesfoodpatch.com
mailto:newsletter@clearwateraudubonsociety.org
http://rebeccawellborn.com/
mailto:newsletter@clearwateraudubonsociety.org?subject=WingBeat%20Ad
mailto:newsletter@clearwateraudubonsociety.org?subject=WingBeat%20Ad
mailto:newsletter@clearwateraudubonsociety.org?subject=WingBeat Ad
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