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@ Caladesi Island 

As with any bird walk, one never knows what is going to be around each corner, up in a tree, behind 

a bush, or soaring in the sky.  That is part of the appeal—the joy of the hunt! 

 

Our late October walk to Fort de Soto had a few thrills and surprises before we even entered the 

park.  It is always mandatory to scan the ponds on the west side of the Pinellas Bayway and it paid 

off:  we had five Ring-necked ducks—one male, the rest female—bobbing in the water, preening in 

the morning breeze.  Lovely!  Then we heard the chittering of a Kingfisher—a beautiful female 

skimming the water like a Black Skimmer!   Great start for the day. 

 

Continuing down the road, there is a small boat ramp between the toll booths with a beautiful view 

of the lagoons to the west—never forget to turn your head at this spot because you just might see 

something amazing.  How about one to two thousand White Pelicans?  This was our estimate—many 

were right by the shore and hundreds more were tucked in the further reaches of the lagoons.  Some 

would lazily lift themselves into the air but most were in the water.  I wonder if they were resting 

from their trek from the north.  We could have stood there all day:  White and Brown Pelicans, 

Forster’s Terns, Royal Terns, Laughing Gulls—a beautiful flurry of peaceful activity with the sun 

slowly rising behind us. 

         (cont. pg 2.) 
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Surprises at Ft. DeSoto >>> Madeleine Bohrer 

‘s 
 Onward!  How could anything top that?  Well, something did:  two 

Scissor-tailed Flycatchers perched in the trees by the mulberry bushes 

next to the ranger’s house!   Their pale, peach-colored flank feathers 

were glowing in the sun.  One had a shorter tail than the other 

suggesting either female or juvenile.  In true flycatcher form, they 

would suddenly leave their perch and return.  We had a perfect view 

of them—this was a life bird for more than half of our group of fifteen 

people.  What a thrill to say the very least and all this before 10:00 in 

the morning.  Who needs coffee?  These birds give us enough energy 

for the day! 

 

The rest of the day was a bit tamer but just as fun:  American Kestrel, 

Black-bellied and Wilson’s Plovers, Short-billed Dowitcher, Reddish 

Egret, Red-shouldered and Cooper’s Hawks, Prairie and Palm 

Warblers…   We walked over to the Gulf beach where there was a 

strong hold-your-hat wind blowing, lifting the water into huge waves.  

On a sandbar a few hundred feet away, we saw dozens of Laughing 

Gulls, a few juvenile Herring Gulls, more terns, and a nice group of 

Black Skimmers.    

 

What a glorious morning with a great group of people to revel in 45 

species of birds by the end of the day.  I wonder what the next bird 

walk has in store for us.  It is always a surprise! 



 
 

 
 

 
Photos by Dale Gobel 

 



  

 

  

Option congue nihil imperdiet doming 

id quod mazim placerat facer minim 

veni am ut wisi enim ad minimeniam, 

quis erat nostr uexerci tation llam 

corper nostru exerci tation ullam. 

Membership 

Membership Application 

Monthly Meetings 

October – May 

The first Monday of each month at Moccasin Lake Nature Park: 

Meet and Greet @ 6:30PM 

Public Program @ 7:00PM 

(Unless otherwise noted) 

 

Pinellas County Birding Checklist 

 

 JOIN US FOR OUR NEXT MEETING 
First Monday of the Month unless otherwise noted. 

 
 

 

 

Clearwater Audubon Society 
http://clearwateraudubonsociety.org/ 

Supporting our community since 1959      Our Motto:  Conservation through Education 
For more information call us at 727-442-9140 

 
We represent Audubon Society members in Northern Pinellas County and provide services to all who are interested:  

free local field trips with expert birders; inexpensive extended field trips within the US and to other locales, free 
monthly programs, volunteer & networking opportunities within the local conservation community; scholarships to 

local summer camps and speakers for a variety of classrooms and groups. 
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Checklists >>> Provided by the Florida Birding Trail 

‘s 
 

IS IT NESTWATCH SEASON ALREADY? 
Help the Cornell Lab of Ornithology NestWatch using Community Science. 

NestWatch is a nationwide monitoring program designed to track status and trends in the reproductive 

biology of birds, including when nesting occurs, number of eggs laid, how many eggs hatch, and how 

many hatchlings survive. The database is intended to be used to study the current condition of breeding 

bird populations and how they may be changing over time as a result of climate change, habitat 

degradation and loss, expansion of urban areas, and the introduction of non-native plants and animals. 

http://floridabirdingtrail.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/09/2017-bird-checklist-ADA.pdf
http://floridabirdingtrail.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/07/july-2017.pdf
https://nestwatch.org/
https://nestwatch.org/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bird Walk12/1
• Monthly Bird Walk at Moccasin Lake Nature Park  Meet at 8:00am

• Leader - Madeleine Bohrer 748-6885

“Spiders” Jim Stevenson12/3
• Pinellas County Educator presets how Spiders play an important role in the environment. Come learn how to 

recognize spiders, find out what their benefits are and their role in the ecosystem...bird food and nesting 
material. Meet & Greet @ 6:30 PM, Program begins at 7PM

South County Christmas Bird Count12/15
• Want to help? - Contact Don Margeson 415-1371

North County Christmas Bird Count12/22
• Want to help? - Contact Paul Trunk430-0368.

Cross Bar Ranch IS BACK!12/29
• Limited to 16 birders. MUST Make Reservations. Meet at Walgreens at the corner of US19 & Curlew Rd. at

6am. $10 fee, Carpooling, BRING LUNCH & gas $$. 

• Contact - Dale Goebel 510-1462

UPCOMING EVENTS: >>> November & December Field Trips 

 

Bird Walk11/3
• Monthly Bird Walk at Moccasin Lake Nature Park  Meet at 8:00am

• Leader - Madeleine Bohrer 748-6885

November Meeting *Potluck*11/5
• Hear about the adventures and see the amazing photos. Please provide your own dinnerware and a dish to 

share. Drinks provided by CAS. 

• Meet & Greet @ 6:30 PM, Program begins at 7PM

Upper Tampa Bay Park11/10
• Meet at the park 8001 Double Branch Rd. by the education center at 830am. $2 fee per car. 

• Leader - Cuneyt Yilmaz 657-0803

Werner - Boyce State Park11/17
• Birding by Kayak Meet at the Walgreens at the corner of US19 and Curlew Rd. on the SW corner at 8am.

• Leaders - Paul & Debbie Trunk 430-0368

Honeymoon Island State Park11/24
• Shorebirds, eagle/owl nests. Meet behind the McDonald’s on the corner of Curlew and Alt 19 at 8:00am.

• Leader - Frank Brandt 219-7509



 

  

 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
 

A couple of years ago I was taking a walk with my friend, Louise Roy, to scout out  

some nests.  As we walked along, I put my hand upwards toward the sky and the  

most curious thing happened.  A feather drifted down into the palm of my hand. I appreciated that 

"super" natural confirmation that birds are supremely important. It's been said, that when we take 

care of birds, we take care of everything. I believe it.  It's why I volunteer and invest in Audubon and 

why I am asking you to do the same.  We have several important efforts underfoot.  At the national 

level, birds are under threat. Please continue to support the Migratory Bird Treaty Act by calling your 

legislators.   

 

Please keep an eye out for our annual letter.  Our organization is in critical need of generosity in order 

to expand our edcuational programs and care for our feathered educational ambassadors.  We are 

also in need of volunteers in our new office.  Yes, I said that! Our new office!  We have moved into our 

office, dust still settling, and are looking forward to Moccasin Lake Nature Park re-opening so the 

public can stop in to visit.  We will also be looking for volunteers to participate in the annual Christmas 

Bird Count, one of the best examples of community science in existence today.  We appreciate your 

support and have a track record of excellence.  We will continue to focus on quality, learning and 

value. 

 

We are glad that so many of our winter visitors, both human and bird, are back and that we are out of 

hurricane season. Addressing the causes and impacts of climate change remains top priority. We 

continue to see record breaking hurricanes and extreme weather events throughout the world, but 

also note nature's resiliency in the face of these events and changes.  This year on February 14th, a 

special antennae was sent up on the Russian rocket ship to the International Space Station that will 

read the satellite transmitters placed on birds and animals. In 10 years time, large environmental 

disasters may be able to be predicted 2 weeks in advance by watching animal migrations. So much 

has been accomplished and we need to ground truth more now than ever.  Please enter your sightings 

in programs like E-bird and let community science help advancement of our people and planet. 

 

We are flying towards the end of the Year of the Bird and into Clearwater Audubon Society's Big Year.  

Please watch our Facebook page and our emails for grand opening information at Moccasin Lake 

Nature Park and for our holiday gatherings in our new facility.  Thank you for caring about birds and 

for as much participation as you can give in the coming year.  

 

We all make a difference, but it is up to us what kind of difference we make. 

 

Barb Walker 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1Nr6GxC6z7c
https://phys.org/news/2018-08-space-based-tracker-scientists-beyond-bird-eye-view-wildlife.html
https://ebird.org/home
https://www.facebook.com/groups/213954165290043/


 

 

THE NORTH SHORE BIRDING FESTIVAL 

 
 

 
 
 

WINGS OVER WATER 

https://www.orangeaudubonfl.org/festival/
http://www.evergladesbirdingfestival.com/
http://www.wingsoverwaterfestival.com/


  

Organizations We Support 
 

 

 
Audubon of Florida 

 
St. Petersburg Audubon Society 

 

   

 

 
Important Bird Areas in Florida 

 
Great Florida Birding Trail  

Florida Ornithological Society 

 

  

 
Friends Of Brooker Creek Preserve 

 

 

 

 

               
  

http://fl.audubon.org/
http://fl.audubon.org/
http://www.stpeteaudubon.org/
http://www.stpeteaudubon.org/
http://fl.audubon.org/important-bird-areas-7
http://fl.audubon.org/important-bird-areas-7
http://floridabirdingtrail.com/
http://floridabirdingtrail.com/
http://fosbirds.org/
http://fosbirds.org/
http://www.friendsofbrookercreekpreserve.org/
http://www.friendsofbrookercreekpreserve.org/
http://fl.audubon.org/
http://www.stpeteaudubon.org/
http://fl.audubon.org/important-bird-areas-7
http://floridabirdingtrail.com/
http://fosbirds.org/
http://www.friendsofbrookercreekpreserve.org/
http://www.naturesfoodpatch.com/
http://www.SeeWinter.com
https://www.friendsofmoccasinlake.com/
https://hammockpark.org/


 

 

 

  

  

  

 

  

  

 

 

Those Who Support the WingBeat 
If you are interested in advertising with us, please contact Meichelle Long 

newsletter@clearwateraudubonsociety.org 

YOUR AD  

COULD BE HERE! 

Email us today 

about filling this space. 

 
newsletter@clearwateraudubonsociety.org 
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mailto:newsletter@clearwateraudubonsociety.org?subject=WingBeat Ad
http://www.adamsdental.com
https://www.facebook.com/thecoastalrealtor/
https://www.facebook.com/thecoastalrealtor/

